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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The book of Matthew is to be understood in both the overall and the immediate context. 

     a)  Matthew was written to a Jewish audience to convince them that Jesus is the Christ. 

     b)  Matthew was written to emphasize Jesus as the King of Old Testament prophecy. 

2.  In the immediate context, Jesus began focusing and discussing His impending death. 

     a)  After Jesus predicting His building the church, “From that time, Jesus began to show to  

          His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer.”  (Matt. 16.21) 

     b)  He prepared His disciples to be willing to do the same.  (Matt. 16-24-26) 

     c)  Jesus was transfigured on the mountain, and talked about His death.  (Luke 9.31) 

     d)  Jesus also predicted His resurrection.  This emphasized the need of faith.  (Matt. 17.19-21) 
 

I.  MAKING A PREDICTION 

     A.  MATTHEW 17.22:  “Now while they were staying in Galilee” 

           1.  Galilee was the northern part of Israel, the hometown and home base of Jesus. 

           2.  Mark’s account tells us that Jesus was trying to be keep Himself hidden.  (Mark 9.30) 

     B.  MATTHEW 17.22:  “Jesus said to them”  Luke is more emphatic.  (Luke 9.44; imperative) 

           1.  MATTHEW 17.22:  “The Son of Man is about to be betrayed”   

                a)  Betrayed (paradidomi):  Literally, to be handed over.  Tense indicates it was soon. 

                b)  Who was going to betray Him?  (Matt. 26.14-16, 25; Mark 3.19; John 6.71) 

                c)  Into whose hands would Jesus be delivered?  (Matt. 26.14-16; John 11.47-51)  

           2.  MATTHEW 17.23:  “and they will kill Him” 

           3.  MATTHEW 17.23:  “and the third day He will be raised up.” 

     C.  There were three reactions to this announcement.   

           1.  MATHEW 17.23:  “And they were exceedingly sorrowful.” 

           2.  MARK 9.32:  “But they did not understand this saying”   

                a)  “did not understand”  (agnoeo):  Gnosis – to know through learning.  A – not.   

                b)  They did not know for lack of information.  They did not have all the facts. 

                c)  LUKE 9.45:  “hidden”  and “did not perceive”  They could not grasp it.   

                d)  What did they not understand?  (Mark 9.9,10; John 20.9; 2.19-21)  

           3.  LUKE 9.45:  “and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.”   

                a)  “Afraid” (phobos):  dread, terror.  Phobia.   

                b)  Why were they afraid?  (Matt. 15.16,17; 16.8,9) 
 

II.  MAKING IT PERSONAL 

     A.  The Son of Man is still being betrayed today.   

           1.  Jesus is betrayed by our denial.  (Acts 3.13-15; 7.52) 

           2.  We betray Jesus when we deny Him by our conduct.  (Titus 1.16) 

           3.  We betray Jesus when we deny Him by our commitment.  (Matt. 10.32,33) 

     B.  The Son of Man is still being killed.   

           1.  Jesus is killed by our backsliding.  (Heb. 6.6)  

           2.  Contextually, he is writing to Christians who have failed to grow.  (Heb. 5.11-14) 

           3.  Failing to move forward puts them in danger of moving backward.  (Heb. 6.1-5) 

           4.  Moving backwards because they no longer value Jesus.  (Heb. 6.6; cf. 10.29,39) 

     C.  The Son of Man is still raised from the dead.  (Eph. 1.20)                    


