
FIVE WAYS TO DIE 
   

     3.  DEATH TO SIN.  To be dead to sin is to be separated from sin.  

With the exception of Jesus (Heb. 4.15), every one of us of 

accountable age has sinned and have spiritually died.  Through the 

grace of God and our accepting His grace through our obedience to 

the gospel, we were made alive again.  Writing to those who were 

made alive, Paul was asked, “shall we continue in sin?”  (Rom. 6.1).  

Notice how Paul answered the question:  “How shall we who died 

to sin live any longer in it?”  (Rom. 6.2). 

     Sin separated us from God.  To be restored to God, we were 

separated from sin by the blood of Christ  (cf. 1 John 1.7).  Now that 

our lives have been restored, we must keep ourselves separated from 

(dead to) sin.  No wonder Paul wrote that we are to “put to death the 

deeds of the body”  (Rom. 8.18).  In the context of Romans 8, we 

separate ourselves from sin when we adhere to the teachings of the 

Holy Spirit, that is, the scriptures. 

     4.  ETERNAL DEATH.  Previewing the end of time and the final 

day of Judgment, we read about individuals who will “have their 

part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

second death”  (Rev. 21.8).  We are also told that if we are made 

alive again through our obedience to the gospel, “the second death 

has no power”  (Rev. 20.6).  The second death is a reference to 

eternal condemnation that will be the destiny of all those who have 

not obeyed the gospel or those Christians who have been unfaithful.  

If you die physically (first death) in a state where your sins have 

separated you form God, then you will die eternally in the lake of 

fire “which is the second death”  (Rev. 20.14). 

     5.  DEATH TO LIFE.  The Bible also makes reference to a death to 

the life that we live.  Paul writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; 

it is no longer I who live”  (Gal. 2.20).  Paul no longer lived his life 

to pursue his own ambitions.  He lived His life “by faith in the Son 

of God”  (Gal. 2.20).  To die to your life is to separate yourself from 

your own pursuits and replace them with living for Jesus.  If we are 

not willing to give up our lives and the things in our lives to serve 

God, we cannot be a disciple of Jesus  (Matt. 16.24,25; Luke 14.33)        

     There are five ways to die.  Two of those ways are necessary to 

have eternal life.  We must die to sin, and we must die to ourselves 

if we want to live eternally for God.  Have you died to sins?  Have 

you obeyed the gospel?             CLP 
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FIVE WAYS TO KNOW GOD 
 

     When I was a child, my parents took me to a baseball game.  Our 

seats were located among the first rows in right field.  Before the 

game, Reggie Smith who was playing right field for the Dodgers 

came up to me, shook my hand, and said hello.  Although I have met 

Reggie Smith, I cannot say that I know him.   

     Most of the world believes that there is a God.  Everyone has 

enjoyed a variety of blessings from God as He “makes His sun rise 

on the evil and on the good”  (Matt. 5.45).  However, very few can 

say that they know God.  Jesus tells of those who claim to know Him 

saying, “We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our 

streets”  (Luke 13.26).  Just as Reggie Smith would not know me if 

I approached him today, so Jesus said to those who met Him, “I do 

not know you”  (Luke 13.27). 

     How can we know God?  If we turn to 1 John, we find four 

conditions for having a relationship with God.  First, we know God 

when we walk in the light  (1 John 1.6,7).  Secondly, we know God 

when we keep His commandments  (1 John 2.3-5).  Third, we know 

God when we believe in Jesus  (1 John 4.15).  Fourth, we know God 

when we love one another  (1 John 4.7,8).  Fifth, we know God when 

we practice righteousness  (1 John 2.29). 

     The ways in which we come to know God can be summed up in 

two simple commandments  (Matt. 22.37-39).           CLP 
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WHY DOES THE DEATH OF JESUS GIVE US HOPE? 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:9,10 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Everyone has been appointed to die.  (Heb. 9.27)   

2.  Why are some able to anticipate the Judgment with the hope of 

eternal life?   Because “Jesus, who died for us.”  (1 Thess. 5.9,10) 

3.  What made the death of Jesus so effective in giving us hope? 
 

I.  JESUS CARRIED OUR SINS 

     A.  Consider the innocence of Jesus. 

           1.  2 CORINTHIANS 5.21:  “He made Him who knew no sin”  

           2.  Jesus experienced temptation, but He never experienced  

                sin.  (Heb. 4.15; James 1.14) 

     B.  Consider the iniquity of Jesus. 

           1.  2 CORINTHIANS 5.21:  “to be sin for us” 

           2.  Though He never experienced sin, God placed our sins  

                 upon Him.  (Heb. 9.28; Isa. 53.4-6) 

     C.  Consider the intercession of Jesus. 

           1.  2 CORINTHIANS 5.21:  “that we might become the  

                righteousness of God in Him.”  

           2.  “Righteousness” carries the idea of being right with  

                 God.  (Rom. 1.16).  Jesus died so we can be right. 

           3.  We are made right with God “in Him.”  But how do we  

                get into Christ?  (Gal. 3.26,27; Mark 16.16)   
 

II.  JESUS COMPLIED WITH GOD 

     A.  HEBREWS 5.9:  “And having been perfected, He became the  

              author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”  

           1.  HEBREWS 5.7:  In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus  

                    prayed for God to save Him from the cross. (Matt. 26.39) 

           2.  HEBREWS 5.8:  “Though He was a Son, yet He learned  

                obedience.”  Jesus went to the cross in obedience. 

           3.  HEBREWS 5.9:  “And having been perfected”  Jesus was  

                perfected by submitting to the will of God. 

     B.  HEBREWS 5.9:  “eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”   

           1.  Obey (hupakouo):  Literally, to listen under. 

           2.  Eternal salvation comes to those who obey the  

                commandments of God.  (Rom. 6.17; 1 Pet. 1.22,23,25) 
 

CONCLUSION:  You and I have the of eternal salvation because 

Jesus died, but that hope is only to those who are in Christ. 

FIVE WAYS TO DIE 
   

     How many ways can you die?  Losing your head might seem like 

an obvious way to die.  However, Dr. Paul Doherty, senior staff 

scientist at San Francisco’s Exploratorium Museum has documented 

one case of an individual who lost 95% of his brain and still had an 

IQ of 126.  He also reports of someone having survived after having 

a three-foot long steel rod go through head. 

     The Bible tells us that “it is appointed for men to die once”  (Heb. 

9.27).  With a few exceptions by those who had been resurrected 

(ex. Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter), every one of us will only die once 

physically.  However, the Bible tells us about five different ways to 

die.  Of these different ways to die, how many will you experience?        

     It must first be noted that death is defined in the Bible as a 

separation (Vine).  No matter the kind of death that is referenced in 

the Bible, it is always a separation in every place where it is found.  

Consider the different ways that the Bible says you and I can die. 

     1.  PHYSICAL DEATH.  The Holy Spirit teaches us that we are 

comprised of two parts.  There is the inner man described as the 

spirit and the outer man described as the body  (2 Cor. 4.16-18).  As 

Paul writes about the resurrection, he describes a process in which 

the physical body has turned to dust, but the soul receives a 

permanent spiritual body  (1 Cor. 15.50-54).   

     James defines physical death as the separation of body and spirit  

(James 2.26).  We can turn to the Old Testament and read about 

Rachael dying as she gave birth to her son Benjamin.  The inspired 

account tells us that “as her soul was departing (for she died)…”  

(Gen. 35.18).  Is there a possibility that you and I will not die 

physically?  It is true that we are all appointed to die, the Holy Spirit 

also tells us that we will not die if Jesus comes within our lifetime  

(1 Thess. 4.17; 1 Cor. 15.51). 

     2.  SPIRITUAL DEATH.  The apostle Paul references those who 

were once “dead in trespasses and sins”  (Eph. 2.1).  The Bible 

defines sin as breaking the laws of God  (1 John 3.4).  God cannot 

have fellowship with sin  (1 John 1.5,6; Isa. 59.1,2).  If we violate 

the laws of God and sin, our relationship with God is severed.  It is 

this separation from God as a result of our bad choices that the Bible 

calls death  (Rom. 6.23).  Every one of us who has come to the point 

of understanding the difference between right and wrong has 

spiritually died  (Rom.3.23).  Because of God’s grace, “you He 

made alive”  (Eph. 2.1).                                        [continued on back] 


