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NOVEMBER 18, 2020 

MATTHEW 23:16-22 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees have done much harm. 

     a)  Their hypocrisy affected eternal destinies.  (Matt. 23.13) 

     b)  Their hypocrisy abused the vulnerable.  (Matt. 23.14) 

     c)  Their hypocrisy mistaught the unsuspecting.  (Matt. 23.15) 

     d)  Their hypocrisy misled the loyal.  (Matt. 23.16) 

2.  Addressing the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus makes reference to their teachings on oaths. 

 

I.  TWO DESCRIPTIONS 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.16:  “Woe to you, blind guides” 

           1.  The scribes and Pharisees were blind ignoring the evidence right in front of them.   

                 a)  They accused Jesus of working by the power of Beelzebub.  (Matt. 12.24) 

                 b)  MATTHEW 13.13-15:  They do not see because they have closed their eyes. 

           2.  There are some who want to be teachers but do not understand the things they assert as  

                being true.  (1 Tim. 1.7).  Contextually, in reference to genealogies.  (1 Tim. 1.3-6) 

     B.  MATTHEW 23.17:  “Fools and blind!” 

           1.  Fools (moros):  From which we get the word “moron.”  (Ps. 111.10; 14.1) 

           2.  Is it sinful to call someone a fool?  (Matt. 7.26; 25.2; Luke 12.20) 

           3.  Why did Jesus say that is was a sin to say, “you fool”?  (Matt. 5.22) 

 

II.  TWO OATHS 

     A.  They taught that some oaths were binding. 

           1.  What is an oath?  (Num. 30.1-8) 

                a)  An oath was a promise you were obligated to perform.  (Heb. 6.13-15) 

                b)  An oath was a confirmation which validated a promise.   (Heb. 6.16; Ex. 22.10,11) 

           2.  The scribes and Pharisees taught that only some oaths were binding. 

                a)  MATTHEW 23.16:  “whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to  

                     perform it.”   (1 Kings 6.21,22,30; 2 Kings 18.14-16). 

                b)  MATTHEW 23.18:  “whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to  

                     perform it.”  The gifts were the sacrificial offerings.  (Num. 18.8ff) 

     B.  They taught that some oaths could be ignored.   

           1.  MATTHEW 23.16:  “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the  

                temple, it is nothing.”   

           2.  MATTHEW 23.18:  “And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing.’”  (Ex. 29.37) 

     

III.  TWO SINS 

     A.  The scribes and Pharisees minimized the value of the temple and altar. 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.17:  “Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that  

                sanctifies the gold?”  The temple was to be viewed as holy.  (Ps. 65.4) 

           2.  MATTHEW 23.19:  “Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that  

                sanctifies the gift?”  The altar was to be considered holy.  (Num. 18.8ff) 

     B.  The scribes and Pharisees taught some oaths could be dismissed.  (Matt. 23.20-22) 


