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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 8.1:  “When He had come down from the mountain…” 

     a)  Jesus had just finished with the Sermon on the Mount.  (Matt. 5-7) 

     b)  Before His sermon, He had taught, preached, and healed.  “Then His fame went  

           throughout all Syria”  (Matt. 4.24).  “Great multitudes followed Him”  (Matt. 4.25). 

     c)  After His sermon, “the people were astonished at His teaching” 

     d)  MATTHEW 8.1:  “great multitudes followed Him.”   

2.  This is the first miracle that was recorded in the book of Matthew.   
 

I.  THE APPROACH OF THE LEPER 

     A.  MATTHEW 8.2:  “And behold, a leper came”  What is leprosy? 

           1.  What is leprosy? 

                 a)  LEVITICUS 13.1,2,4,7,8:  Leprosy is diagnosed by “a swelling, a scab, or a bright  

                      spot…deeper than the skin…and spreads.” 

                 b)  LEVITICUS 13.2,3:  He is not taken to a doctor, but “he shall be brought to Aaron  

                       the priest or to one of his sons the priests.  The priest shall examine the sore” 

                 c)  LEVITICUS 13.4-6:  If it is not deeper than the skin, he is isolated for two weeks.  

                 d)  LEVITICUS 13.45,46:  The one diagnosed with leprosy is isolated outside the camp.  

           2.  This was a man in the advanced stages of leprosy.  (Luke 5.12; Luke was a physician). 

     B.  MATTHEW 8.2:  “worshiped Him” 

           1.  MARK 1.40:  “Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him” 

                a)  Imploring (parakaleo):  Calling for someone to come to the side and help. 

                b)  Kneeling (gonupeteo):  Gonu – “knee”;  Pipto – “to fall” 

           2.  LUKE 5.12:  “saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him” 

                a)  Fell on his face:  A position of great need.  (cf. Matt. 26.38,39) 

                b)  Imploring (deomai):  To beg with the sense of binding yourself.  “I’ll do anything” 

           3.  This leprous man saw Jesus, called out to Him for help, fell down on his knees, then on  

                 his face, and begged Him.                

     C.  MATTHEW 8.3:  “saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”  

           1.  Jesus had already “healed” various diseases  (Matt. 4.23).  Therapeuo – “a menial  

                servant.”  The idea is to tend to the needs of the afflicted, a caregiver.  Therapist.   

           2.  This leper asked Jesus to “make me clean”  Katharizo – “purge, purify” 

           3.  This man was socially, physically, religiously, and emotionally suffering.  He did not  

                 want someone to attend to his needs.  He wanted to be purged.   
 

II.  THE REACTION OF JESUS  

     A.  MATTHEW 8.3:  “Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him” 

           1.  There are two primary words for “touch” 

                a)  Prospauo:  “to tough lightly” 

                b)  Hapto:  “To fasten to, cling to” 

           2.  MARK 1.41:  “Then Jesus, moved with compassion…” 

     B.  MATTHEW 8.4:  “And Jesus said to him, “show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift  

           that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”  (Lev. 14.1-5) 


