
PUTTING ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 
 

     Do you struggle with temptation?  Do you find it difficult to tell 

yourself no to what you want and yes to what God wants?  Is 

resisting temptation a challenge?  There are some thoughts in 

Ephesians 6 that might be able to help. 

     Ephesians 6.10 tells us to “be strong in the Lord and in the power 

of His might.”  The word “strong” translates a Greek word that 

means “inner strength.”  We can have an inner strength that comes 

from being in the Lord.  It is our relationship with God that 

empowers us.  The word translated as “might” carries the idea of 

ability.  We can have an inner strength, but it does not come because 

of our own ability.  We can be strong because of being in a 

relationship with God and relying on His ability. 

     From verses 11-13, we are told about the devil who dispatches 

his demons into the world of providence to place temptation in our 

path.  The devil who “walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom 

he may devour” (1 Pet. 5.8) is on the warpath pulling people away 

from God.  But we can be strong enough to say no to the temptations 

that the devil sets in front of us and live the way God wants us to 

live because of our relationship with God and our trust in Him. 

     How does God help us?  There are two imperative statements that 

bookend verses 11-13.  Verse 11 begins with the command, “Put on 

the whole armor of God.”  Verse 13 begins with the command, 

“take up the whole armor of God.”  We can resist the devil and 

watch him flee from us because we have inner strength that comes 

from being in the Lord and trusting in God’s ability to help us.  That 

help comes in the form of spiritual armor.  This spiritual armor does 

not prevent temptation from coming into our lives, but it does give 

us the inner strength to resist it.   

     In the verses that follow, we are told that the suit of armor 

consists of six pieces.  There is the belt of truth which is honesty as 

we are honest with ourselves.  There is the breastplate of 

righteousness, always wanting to do the right thing.  There are the 

boots of the gospel of peace as we seek to be at peace with God.  

There is the shield of faith which neutralizes the power of Satan’s 

temptations.  There is the helmet of salvation in which we desire to 

remain in a saved condition.  Then there is the word of God which 

increases our faith.   

     If we put on these characteristics and attitudes, it will give us the 

strength to defeat the devil and his attacks  (1 Pet. 5.9).       CLP 
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BELIEVING = OBEYING 
 

     Perhaps one of the most popular and well-known Bible verses is 

John 3.16.  It is there that we are told that “whoever believes on Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.”  If you want to have 

everlasting life, you must believe in Jesus.   

     What does it mean to believe?  If you follow the contextual flow 

of the chapter, you will come to verse 36 where John the Baptist 

says, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who 

does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

abides on him”  (John 3.36).  Did you notice that the word “believe” 

is found twice in this verse?  The first time you read the word 

“believe,” it comes from the Greek word “pistos” commonly 

translated as “faith” or “belief.”  The second time you read the word 

“believe,” it comes from a different Greek word that literally means 

“obey.”  The inspired John equate the word “believe” with the word 

“obey.”   

     Believing in Jesus is not merely assenting to His deity.  To 

believe in Jesus means that you listen and obey the things that Jesus 

teaches.  Jesus Himself said, “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

and not do the things which I say?”  (Luke 6.46).  Later Jesus tells 

us, “If you love Me, keep My commandments”  (John 14.15).  If we 

claim to believe in Jesus as our Lord and love Him, then we will 

listen and obey Him.            CLP   
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DO YOU WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN? 

REVELATION 4:1 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Why do you want to go to heaven?  (Rev. 21.4; 1 Thess. 4.14) 

2.  Revelation 4 and 5 gives us the single most important reason. 

     a)  REVELATION 4.1:  John hears Jesus.  (cf. Rev. 1.10) 

     b)  Repeatedly reference is made to the throne. 
 

I.  GOD WILL IS THERE 

     A.  REVELATION 4.2-9:  “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and  

           behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne.”  

     B.  Three important thoughts about God. 

           1.  God is my Father.  (Eph. 4.6; 2 Cor. 6.18) 

           2.  His home is heaven.  (Ecc. 5.2) 

           3.  God loves me.  (Rom. 5.9-11) 
 

II.  THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THERE 

     A.  REVELATION 4.5,6:  “burning before the throne, which are  

              the seven Spirits of God.”  (cf. Rev. 1.4,5) 

     B.  Three important thoughts about the Holy Spirit. 

           1.  The Holy Spirit is my guide.  (Rom. 8.1,2) 

           2.  His home is heaven.  (John 14.26; 15.26; 16.7) 

           3.  The Holy Spirit loves me.  (Rom. 15.30) 
 

III.  ANGELS ARE THERE             

     A.  REVELATION 4.6-8:  “And in the midst of the throne and  

            around the throne were four living creatures.” 

     B.  Three important thoughts about the angels. 

           1.  The angels are my caregivers.  (Heb. 1.14; 1 Pet. 3.22) 

           2.  Their home is heaven.  (Isa. 6.2) 

           3.  The angels love me.  (Luke 15.10) 
 

II.  JESUS IS THERE 

     A.  REVELATION 5.5,6:  “In the midst of the throne…stood a  

              Lamb as though it had been slain.” 

     B.  Three important thoughts about Jesus. 

           1.  Jesus is my Savior.  (Matt. 1.21; 1 John 4.14; John 3.17) 

           2.  His home is heaven.  (John 6.38; Heb. 9.24; 1 Thess. 4.16) 

           3.  Jesus loves me.  (Rev. 1.5) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Heaven is a place where I will be loved. 

 

THE POWER OF THE BIBLE 
 

     The Bible repeatedly describes itself as a book of power.  

Hebrews 4.12 describes the Bible as “living and powerful, and 

sharper than any two-edged sword.”  Paul wrote in Romans 1.16 

that the gospel is “God’s power to save.”  God Himself spoke of the 

effectiveness of His word in that “It shall not return to Me void, But 

it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing 

for which I sent it”  (Isa. 55.11).  What makes His word so powerful? 

     The Bible is the “word of truth”  (James 1.18).  The Bible does 

not bend the truth or hide the truth when it becomes inconvenient.  

The Bible does not tell you what you want to hear.  Everything in 

the Bible is true, and often brutally true  (John 17.17).  Without truth, 

we can never know our true condition and the changes we need to 

make to be free from the bondage of sin  (James 1.23-25).  If we 

want eternal life, we need to know the truth  (John 8.32).   

     The Bible is the “word of exhortation”  (Heb. 11.22).  The idea 

of “exhortation” suggests encouragement and help.  The word of 

God encourages us.  It helps us through difficult times.  In context, 

the book of Hebrews was a book written to people who were 

discouraged and ready to give up.  All through the book, the writer 

encourages them to hold on and keep fighting  (Heb. 3.14).  Nine 

times you will read the word “endure.”  If you are struggling, the 

Bible is the book that will help.  No wonder Paul told Timothy that 

when he preaches the word, he is to use it to exhort (2 Tim. 4.2). 

     The Bible is “word of reconciliation”  (2 Cor. 5.19).  If a husband 

and wife separate and then later work out their differences, we say 

that they have reconciled.  Sin has caused us to be separated from 

God  (Isa. 59.2).  It is the Bible that tells us how to be reconciled to 

God – through the blood of Jesus  (Rom. 5.10).  It tells us why we 

can be reconciled to God – because of the love of God  (Rom. 5.8).  

It tells us when we are reconciled to God – when we obey the gospel  

(Rom. 6.1-5).  The Bible is powerful because it is the only book that 

reconciles us to God through its teachings. 

     The Bible is powerful in its ability to teach us about our spiritual 

condition and our need to change.  It is powerful in its ability to 

encourage us when we are overcome by hardship.  It is powerful in 

its ability to show us how to be restore our broken relationship with 

God.  But it’s power is only effective if we hear and understand its 

message in context and obey its commands  (2 Tim. 2.15).            CLP 


