
IMITATING CHRIST 
   

     As clear as an example it was to wash the disciples’ feet, Jesus 

left an even greater example of humble service.  Paul tells us in 

Philippians 2.1-4 that we are to always think of others as better than 

ourselves.  He then demonstrates what that means by turning to the 

example of Jesus.  Jesus was equal with God, “but made Himself of 

no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant”  (Phil. 2.6,7).  Jesus 

gave up the eternal glory of heaven to become a man and live like a 

man.  He “became poor, that you through His poverty might become 

rich”  (2 Cor. 8.9).  In doing so, He demonstrated what it means to 

think of others before you think of yourself.   

     A second example that Jesus left was how to love.  The world 

defines love in a wide variety of ways, but what does it really mean 

to love?  The Bible definition of love is to always act in the best 

interest of others.  That is great in theory, but how do we put that 

principle into practice?   

     Jesus constantly taught us to “love one another”  (John 13.17).  

Yet Jesus did more than just teach us.  He demonstrated it.  All 

through the gospels, we read Jesus teaching us to love.  In John 

13.34,35, Jesus tells us to follow His example.   Jesus tells us to love 

one another “as I have loved you”  (John 13.34,35).  The way that 

we are to love one another is to look to the example of Jesus and see 

how He loved us.  We are then to love as He loved. 

     What example did Jesus leave us that demonstrates the way we 

are to love one another?  We find the answer in Ephesians 5.2.  It is 

there that Paul writes that we are to “walk in love, as Christ also 

loved us and given Himself for us.”  Jesus demonstrated how to love 

by sacrificing Himself for our benefit.  From His example, we learn 

that we are to love one another by always being willing to give up 

something for the benefit of someone else.  Are you willing to give 

up your time?  Are you willing to give up your hard-earned money?  

Are you willing to give up your life for someone else?  This is the 

example that Jesus set for us to follow  (Rom. 5.8). 

     The teachings of Christ are to be studied, understood, and 

applied.  The best way to learn how to live by the teachings of Christ 

is to imitate His life.  Paul wrote, “Imitate me, as I also imitate 

Christ”  (1 Cor. 11.1).  In the context of suffering, Peter wrote that 

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should 

follow in His footsteps”  (1 Pet. 2.21).  Are you following the 

example of Christ?            CLP  

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2424 McCarran St.       North Las Vegas,   NV       89030   

Phone:  (702) 642-3141  Email:  info@nlvchurchofchrist.com 

Be sure to watch us live at www.nlvchurchofchrist.com 
 

 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”  
-Mark 16.15 

 

August 2, 2020

 
 

MEETING TIMES: 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS :    9:00 AM 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP:  9:50  AM 
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP:  6:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS  7:30 PM 

 
 

 

A PASSION FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

     A FAMILIAR PASSAGE is found in Acts 17.11.  As the apostle Paul 

had arrived in the city of Berea and shared the good news of Jesus 

Christ to a gathering of Jews, the Bible records how they received 

Paul’s message.  ACTS 17.11:  “These were more fair-minded than 

those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 

readiness.” 

     Notice specifically the word “readiness.”  It comes from the 

Greek word “prothumos.”  The word “thumos” literally means “to 

breath hard.”  It is the word that gives us this idea of having passion.  

It has as a prefix the word “pro” which means “in front of.”  When 

Paul arrived, these Bereans had a passion for what God had to say 

even before Paul began speaking.  They were eager to hear the word 

of God.  How passionate were they?  There are two other words 

which will help us to know their degree of passion. 

     The first word is “searched.”  It is a word that means to engage 

is careful investigation.  The second word is “daily.”  They did not 

just open their Bibles and study, then close them for the rest of the 

week.  They carefully invested the scriptures every day.   

     How passionate are you to know the scriptures?  Is a thorough 

investigation of the Bible a daily part of your life?  When we are 

passionate, we know we will have God’s approval.  (2 Tim. 2.15). 
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HOW TO FIND GRACE 

GENESIS 6:8 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  We live in a violent, wicked, and corrupt world not unlike that 

in the days of Noah.  (Gen. 6.5-12) 

     a)  VERSE 5:  Man heart was only evil continually.     

     b)  VERSES 6,7:  God was sorry that He made man.     

     c)  VERSES 8-13:  “wickedness,” “evil,” “corrupt,” “violent,”   

2.  GENESIS 6.8:  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” 
 

I.  THE AVAILABILITY OF GRACE 

     A.  GENESIS 6.8:  “But Noah found grace.”  Grace was  

           available for Noah to find. 

           1.  “LORD”  (Yahwah):  God desires to have a relationship  

                 with man.  (Rom. 15.5,13,33; 1 Pet. 5.10) 

           2.  Grace describes how God feels about man that moved  

                Him to offer the gift of salvation.  (Eph. 2.4-8) 

           3.  Noah was looking for mercy, love, and kindness from  

                the One who wanted a relationship with man.  (Gen. 6.8) 

     B.  How do we make a different in such a corrupt world? 

           1.  Political changes?  Feel hopeless?  (Matt. 7.13; Eph. 2.2) 

           2.  Show that God’s grace is available.  (Rom. 1.16) 
 

II.  THE CONDITION OF GRACE 

     A.  GENESIS 6.8:  “But Noah found grace.”  Why was grace not  

              given to anyone else?   

           1.  Noah lived his life differently.  (Gen. 6.9) 

           2.  Grace was available to all, but it was not given to all.   

                There are conditions which must be met.  (Titus 2.11)  

     B.  What conditions did Noah meet?   

           1.  Noah was a man of faith and godly fear which moved  

                him to obey God.  (Heb. 11.7; Gen. 6.22; 7.5) 

           2.  Noah was a preacher of righteousness telling people to  

                do what is right.  (1 Pet. 2.5).   

           3.  Because Noah was a man of faith and obedience,  

                wickedness was washed away by water.  (1 Pet. 3.20,21).   
 

CONCLUSION:   EPHESIANS 1.7:  “In Him we have redemption 

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of His grace.”  

IMITATING CHRIST 
 

     Do you find it difficult to follow instructions?  I can read about 

how to play the piano, but it is much easier to watch someone put 

those techniques into action.  If you are like me, it is easier to learn 

something by seeing an example than just reading about it. 

     The New Testament teaches us extensively about how to live the 

way God wants us to live.  While all this instruction is invaluable, it 

is easier to see it done than just to read about it.  The Thessalonians 

were an example of how to endure suffering and remain faithful to 

God  (1 Thess. 1.7).  In the next book, Paul wrote that he worked 

and labored with his hands “to make ourselves an example”  (2 

Thess. 3.9).  Timothy was a preacher of the gospel.  Yet he was not 

just to preach.  He was also to “be an example to the believers”  (1 

Tim. 4.12).  Elders are taught to serve the congregation by “being 

examples to the flock”  (1 Pet. 5.3).  All throughout the scriptures, 

we are told not only to teach others how to live, but we are to 

demonstrate it by being an example. 

     There is so much we can learn from the teachings of Jesus.  His 

sermon on the mount in Matthew 5-7 is arguable the best sermon 

that has ever been preached.  His parables are unparalleled.  His 

teachings have left many “astonished…for He taught them as one 

having authority”  (Matt. 7.28,29).  But Jesus did more than just 

teach us how to live. He demonstrated it.  Consider two examples 

that Jesus left.  These examples demonstrate for us how to put His 

teachings into our lives. 

     Jesus left us an example of humble service.  Jesus constantly 

taught that we are to have a disposition of humility.  To the disciples 

who wanted a place of prominence in His kingdom, Jesus brought a 

child into their midst and said, “whoever humbled himself as this 

little child is greatest in the kingdom of heaven”  (Matt. 18.4).  Later 

He teaches His disciples that “whoever desires to be great among 

you, let him be your servant”  (Matt. 20.26).  Yet Jesus did more 

than just teach about humble service.  In John 13, Jesus, the Lord 

and Master, stunned His disciples by stooping down and washing 

Peter’s feet.  Listen to what He said when He finished.  “You call 

Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.  If I then, your 

Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash 

one another’s feet.  For I have given you an example, that you should 

do as I have done to you”  (John 13.13-15).  Jesus taught them to 

serve one another.  He then showed them how to do it.        [back]         


