
LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD 
 

     Can you imagine living in the 19th century and being sick?  

Walking into the doctor’s office, you might notice a jar of leeches 

sitting on his desk.  Back in those days, it was thought that most 

diseases were caused by an excess of blood in your system.  To cure 

whatever ailed you, doctors would use leeches to drain some of the 

blood.  It was not uncommon in those days for people to die because 

of blood loss caused by leeches.  Medicine has since learned that 

removing too much blood is deadly, because it is essential to life.       

     Did you know that the Bible has said all along that blood is 

essential to life?  Genesis 9.4 tells us that “you shall not eat flesh 

with its life, that is, its blood.”  Leviticus 17.11 tells us that “the life 

of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar 

to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes 

atonement for the soul.”  Blood is the source of life.  Is it any wonder 

that God instituted the act of sacrificing animals and pouring their 

blood on the altar as a means of atoning for sins?   

     Fast forward to New Testament times.  In Hebrews 9, we find a 

passage where the Old Testament day of Atonement is used as an 

illustration of the sacrifice of Christ.  In this chapter, you will find 

the word “blood” eleven times.  For centuries, the blood of bulls and 

goats were used to make atonement for sins.  However, thousands 

of sacrifices and the rivers of blood that flowed from these sacrifices 

did nothing to take away their sins.  They “cannot make him who 

performed the service perfect”  (Heb. 9.9).  Instead, they were 

“symbolic”  (Heb. 9.9).  They were used to illustrate what the blood 

of Christ would do.   

     Jesus came and offered us the forgiveness of sins “not with the 

blood of goats and calves but with His own blood”  (Heb. 9.11).  

Why?  Because “without the shedding of blood there is no 

remission”  (Heb. 9.22).  Only the blood of God’s only begotten Son 

whose life was pure and sinless (2 Cor. 5.21), could serve as the 

cleansing agent by which our sins are washed away (1 John 1.7).  

Indeed, spiritual life is in the blood of Jesus  (Eph. 2.1,11).   

     How do we access His blood?  Jesus sent Saul to Ananias who 

would tell him what he “must do” (Acts 9.6).  Arriving in 

Damascus, Saul met up with Ananias and was told to , “arise and 

be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the 

Lord.”  We access the blood of Christ which washes away our sins 

by being baptized  (cf. 1 Pet. 3.21).             CLP     
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IT IS ALL ABOUT JESUS 
 

     The message of the Bible is about one thing.  It is about 

redemption.  Everything that we read from Genesis to Revelation 

centers around what God planned, implemented, and revealed in 

reference to our salvation.  The main character in the Bible is Jesus.  

Everything that is involved in our salvation is because of Jesus.   

     We are to learn from Jesus.  All through the gospels, emphasis is 

placed on our need to hear.  The parable of the sower tells us that if 

we do not understand this parable, we will not be able to understand 

any parable.  Why?  This is a parable about listening.  (Mark 4.13).  

In Matthew 11, Jesus tells us to “take My yoke upon you and learn 

from Me”  (Matt. 11.29).   

     We are live like Jesus.  It is more than just listening to Jesus.  We 

must put what we learn into practice.  We must live the way Jesus 

lived.  Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 11.1 that we are to “imitate 

me, as I also imitate Christ.”           

     We are now to look for Jesus.  Having learned from Jesus and 

imitating His life, we then live our lives looking for the coming of 

Jesus  (2 Pet. 3.12).  Anticipating the of His coming influences how 

we live  (2 Pet. 3.14).   

     If you have truly learned from Him and are living like Him, then 

you can look “for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 

great God and Savior Jesus Christ”  (Titus 2.13).     
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THE DISGRACE OF GRACE 

JUDE 4 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Like you and I, God does not like to be taken advantage of or 

taken for granted.  (1 Thess. 5.18) 

2.  Jude warns us about those who pervert the grace of God. 

     a)  Protection:  We are to defend the faith.  (Jude 3) 

     b)  Perversion:  We are defend the faith from those who try to 

pervert the grace of God.  (Jude 4,7,8,16) 

3.  Two extremes in which people pervert the grace of God. 
 

I.  THERE IS NO LAW 

     A.  ROMANS 6.1:  “What shall we say then? Shall we continue  

           in sin that grace may abound?”   

           1.  The answer is given in a declaration.  ROMANS 6.2:   

                “Certainly not!”  (KJV:  “God forbid!”) 

           2.  The answer is given in an illustration.  (Rom. 6.2-4) 

                a)  Repentance.  (Rom. 6.2; cf. Acts 3.19) 

                b)  Baptism.  (Rom. 6.3,4; cf. Acts 2.38; 22.16) 

                c)  New Life.  (Rom. 6.4) 

     B.  ROMANS 6.15:  “What then? Shall we sin because we are  

           not under law but under grace?” 

          1.  The answer is given in a declaration.  ROMANS 6.15:   

               “Certainly not!”  (KJV:  “God forbid!) 

          2.  The answer is given in an illustration.  (Rom. 6.16-18) 

               a)  Repentance.  (Rom. 6.16) 

               b)  Baptism.  (Rom. 6.17) 

               c)  New Life.  (Rom. 6.18ff) 
 

II.  THERE IS ONLY LAW 

     A.  GALATIANS 2.21:  “if righteousness comes through the law” 

           1.  Righteousness based on a works-based system.  

           2.  GALATIANS 3.10-13:  To seek righteousness through a  

                works-based system is to be cursed. 

     B.  Individuals abuse the grace of God by treating the Law of  

           Christ as a works-based system at the exclusion of grace. 

          1.  GALATIANS 2.21:  “I do not set the grace of God aside.” 

          2.  GALATIANS 5.4:  “you who attempt to be justified by law;  

                you have fallen from grace.”   
 

CONCLUSION: EPHESIANS 2.8: “For by grace you have been saved” 

THE FLAWS OF EVOLUTION 
 

     How much time would it take for the earth to evolve naturally 

from an explosion of dead matter to the living and vibrant ecosystem 

that now exists?  According to current scientific theories, the 

universe is 13.8 billion years old.  Through a long process, the earth 

was eventually formed about 4.5 billion years ago with life forming 

about 3.8 billion years ago.  The problem with the theory of 

evolution is it does not even remotely coincide with the historical 

narrative in the Bible. 

     The biblical account of creation does not have enough time for 

evolution to be possible.  While scientists theorize that the earth was 

formed over a span of billions of years, the Bible tells us that the 

universe was created in a matter of six days  (Gen. 1).  To reconcile 

scientific theories with the Bible, some have attempted to add time 

to the biblical account.  Such theories such as the Gap theory and 

others attempt to interpret the word “day” as millions or billions of 

years.  Others have tried to insert eons of time in between the verses.   

     The fact is that a day was understood to be a twenty-four-hour 

period.  In Exodus 20, God established the Sabbath day (seventh 

day) as a day of rest.  Why?  We are told in Exodus 20.11 that “in 

six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 

that is in them, and rested on the seventh day.”  Just as God worked 

for six days and rested on the seventh, so were the Jews to work for 

six days and rest on the seventh.  The week of seven days was made 

equivalent to the first week of creation.  

     Then consider the origin of life.  According to the theory of 

evolution, proteins, RNA, chemical reactions, and lightning strikes 

all contributed to the formation of life.  Over the course of millions 

of years, this life evolved into a wide variety of species. 

     While evolution supposes that life in all its forms originated from 

a single cell, the Biblical account tells a different story.  Genesis 1 

tells us that all life came from God.  Furthermore, we learn God did 

not develop different forms of life from a single organism.  Instead, 

God created each species individually.  For example, He created 

vegetation on the third day separately and independently from birds 

and fish which He created on fifth day.  He also created them in such 

a way that they can only reproduce “after its kind”  (Gen. 1.11-25). 

     Humanity has been searching for the answers that explain their 

existence.  God has already provided those answers in the Bible.  We 

either accept God’s account or man’s account.        CLP 


