
THE LOVE OF JESUS 
 

     It was Paul’s prayer that his audience would be able to 

comprehend that which was beyond comprehension.  In EPHESIANS 

3.18,19 Paul prayed that they “may be able to comprehend with all 

the saints what is the width and length and depth and height —  to 

know the love of Christ which passes knowledge.”   

     The Greek word that is translated as “comprehend” is 

“katalambano.”  Kata is the Greek word for “down.”  Lambano is a 

Greek word meaning “to grab hold.”  In verse 19, Paul uses the 

phrase “passes knowledge.”   The word “passes” is translated from 

the Greek word “huperballo.”  Huper is the Greek word for “over.”  

Ballo is the Greek word which means “to throw.”  Literally, it is the 

idea of someone throwing a ball over your head.   

     Have you ever tried to understand something, and you could not 

get your mind wrapped around it?  You might say that it was over 

your head.  Paul is praying that the Ephesian Christians would be 

able to grab hold of a concept that was over their heads and bring it 

down to a level where they can understand it.   

     What did Paul desire for these brethren to grab hold of and bring 

down to their level of understanding?  Paul wanted them to know 

the “width and length and depth and height” of the love of Christ.   

     How well do you know how much you are loved by Jesus?  

Consider that the love of Jesus is so wide that you and I cannot 

escape from its reach  (cf. Ps. 139.7-12).  Consider the length that 

Jesus was willing to go so that you and I could be saved from our 

sins.  Consider that there is no depth of sin and sorrow that we can 

sink where the love of Christ could not lift us up.  Consider that there 

is height, no level of greatest, that you and I could ever achieve and 

be beyond the need of the love of Christ.  When we understand the 

width, length, depth, and height of His love, we understand 

something that passes over the heads of most.   

     Jesus had a love that was unconditional as He loved us even 

though we are so unworthy.  Jesus had a love that was sacrificial as 

He was willing to give up everything for our best interest.  Jesus had 

a love that was obedient as His love compelled Him to do what God 

commanded.  To His disciples, Jesus said that we are to love one 

another “as I have loved you.”  (John 13.34,35).  We can only love 

like Jesus if we understand the love of Jesus.                             CLP    
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WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER 
 

     How difficult is it to face the hardships of life alone?  How do 

you get through when there is no one who understands?  Suffering 

can make you feel isolated, but how do you press on when you really 

are isolated?   

     Do you remember the encouragement that Peter offered to his 

suffering brethren?  He tells them in 1 Peter 5.9 to by “steadfast in 

the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 

brotherhood in the world.”  He reminds them that they are not alone.  

Their brethren all over the world are suffering the same thing.   

     This COVID-19 virus has forced us into isolation.  To keep 

ourselves safe, we are forced to wear face masks, keep our distance 

from others, and have canceled social gatherings including our 

worship.  In this time of isolation, it is important to know that we 

are not alone.  The same fears and frustrations are being felt literally 

by the brotherhood throughout the world.  

     There are two things to remember.  First, God is still God.  He is 

still in control  (Jer. 32.27).  Spend time in prayer.  Do not hesitate 

to place your worries into His capable hands  (Phil. 4.6).  Second, 

we still have each other.  We might need to practice social 

distancing, but we can still call, text, email, and even video call each 

other.  So keep God in mind and keep your brethren in mind, and 

know that with God’s help, we will get through this together.       CLP   
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WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER 

PHILIPPIANS 4:14 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  As the church, we are all interconnected.  Whatever is 

experienced by one affects us all.  (1 Cor. 12.18,19,25-27) 

2.  How do we remain faithful and get through times when we are 

in distress?  Remember that we are in this together.   

3.  PHILIPPIANS 4.14:  “Nevertheless you have done well that you 

shared in my distress.”  
 

I.  WE ARE CONNECTED 

     A.  Consider the frequency of the word “together.” 

           1.  PHILIPPIANS 1.7:  Together because of the gospel.   

           2.  PHILIPPIANS 1.27:  Striving together.   

           3.  PHILIPPIANS 2.2:  Together as one person. 

           4.  PHILIPPIANS 2.25:  Working and fighting together.  

           5.  PHILIPPIANS 3.10:  Conforming together. 

           6.  PHILIPPIANS 3.17:  Imitating together. 

           7.  PHILIPPIANS 4.14:  In distress together.   

     B.  Consider the frequency of the word “same.” 

           1.  PHILIPPIANS 1.30:  “same conflict.” 

           2.  PHILIPPIANS 2.2:  “same love.” 

           3.  PHILIPPIANS 3.16:  “same rule.”              

           4.  PHILIPPIANS 3.16:  “same mind.” 
  

II.  APPLYING THE PASSAGE 

     A.  When we are in this together, we pull together. 

           1.  HEBREWS 10.25:  “And let us consider one another in  

                order to stir up love and good works.” 

           2.  When we pull away from each other, we are never as  

                 strong as we are when we pull together. 

     B.  When we are in this together, we can move forward. 

           1.  HEBREWS 12.1:  “Since we are surrounded by so great a  

                cloud of witnesses…let us run with endurance.  

           2.  We are surrounded by brethren who are cheering for us. 
 

CONCLUSION:   Giant redwoods weather the storms because their 

roots are intertwined.  So we can weather the storms of life when 

we stick together.    

 

 

PEACE IN THE CHURCH 
 

     Christians are blessed with peace.  We have an inner peace 

knowing that we are right with God  (Phil. 4.6,7).  We have a peace 

with others who might be very different from us because we share a 

fellowship in Christ  (Eph. 2.15).  All of this is enjoyed because we 

have peace with God through faith  (Rom. 5.1) 

     Peace within the church is not always easy to maintain.  The 

Lord’s church is comprised of individuals who come from different 

backgrounds and have different character building experiences 

which shape their philosophies and outlooks on life.  As a 

consequence, brethren tend to group with others who share their 

interests and viewpoints.  Unfortunately, brethren also tend to argue 

and be confrontational with those who do not share the same 

interests and viewpoints.   

     This was the exact circumstance we find in the Lord’s church 

which met at Ephesus.  It was a church that was comprised mostly 

of believing Gentiles who were struggling to get along with the 

believing Jews.  Throughout the book of Ephesians reference is 

constantly made the idea of being one body  (Eph. 1.10; 2.18).  In 

chapter four Paul provides the formula for unity and peace within 

the church as brethren are encouraged to endeavor “to keep the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace”  (Eph. 4.3).  

     The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is kept when we have 

the proper attitude.  In Ephesians 4.1,2 we read words like 

“lowliness,” and “gentleness,” and “longsuffering.”  Brethren are 

never going to be unified when they are wise in their own opinions  

(Rom. 12.16).  Being confrontational and harsh rather than 

approaching a brother or sister with whom we disagree with 

gentleness will never promote unity and peace.  It all begins with 

attitude. 

     The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is kept when we have 

the proper doctrine.  In Ephesians 4.4-6, we read about there being 

only one way to believe.  There is not a variety of different faiths, 

but one faith.  There is not a variety of different ways and reasons to 

baptize, but one baptism.  There is not a wide range of churches, but 

one body.  We do not achieve peace when we are tolerant of 

different doctrine, but when we all believe the truth. 

     Peace is something that we ought to cherish.  But peace cannot 

be pursued at any price.  Sacrificing truth so that we can be at peace 

with one another is a sacrifice too costly to make.           CLP                


