
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

MAY 6, 2020 

MATTHEW 18:6-11 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 18 begins with a discussion of who is greatest in the kingdom. 

     a)  MATTHEW 18.3:  “unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no  

          means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Paidion – “infant” 

     b)  The greatest are those who humble themselves.  (Matt. 18.4) 

2.  Matthew 18.6-10 addresses the power of influence and the danger of being a bad example. 

     a)  MATTHEW 18.6:  “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin” 

     b)  MATTHEW 18.10:   “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones” 

     c)  There are eternal consequences of leading someone away from God.  [Read Matt. 18.6-10] 

 

I.  THERE IS A WARNING 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.6:  “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin” 

           1.  Little ones (mikros):  Literally, the ones who are the least.   

           2.  “who believes in Me.”  Someone who is converted.  (cf. Matt. 18.4) 

           3.  “to sin.”  To break the commandments of God.  (1 John 3.4) 

     B.  MATTHEW 18.6:  “it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck,  

           and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”  

           1.  A millstone is a stone used for grinding grain into flour.  There were two kinds. 

                a)  One consisted of two parts and was used in the home.  (Deut. 24.6; Judges 9.53) 

                b)  One was much larger and turned by beasts of burden weighing about 3,300lbs.   

            2.  Jesus tells us that it is better to be killed by drowning than to cause a new convert to  

                 turn away from Christ.   

     C.  MATTHEW 18.7:  “Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come” 

           1.  Bad influences and stumbling blocks are an inevitability.  (Matt. 13.18-23; 1 Tim. 4.1)   

           2.  MATTHEW 18.7:  “but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!” (1 Cor. 8.9-13) 

 

II.  THERE IS A WEIGHT 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.8:  “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you.” 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.9:  “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you.”  

           2.  Punishment is promised to those who sin, and those who cause others to sin.   

     B.  MATTHEW 18.9:  “rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.” 

           1.  Three words for “hell” in the Bible. Hades (Acts 2.27); Tartaros  (2 Pet. 2.4); Gehenna. 

           2.  Hell (Gehenna):  The eternal destination of the wicked.  (Mark 9.42-48) 

           3.  This makes self-control critical.  (1 Cor. 9.27) 

 

III.  THERE IS A WORK 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.10:  “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to  

              you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.” 

           1.  Are there guardian angels?  (cf. Acts 12.15)   

           2.  Angels are interested in the salvation of mankind.  (1 Pet. 1.12) 

           3.  Angels minister to God’s people.  (Heb. 1.14)   

     B.  MATTHEW 18.11:  “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.” 


