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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  John the Baptist came with a divine purpose. 

     a)  He came to turn Israel back to God.  (Luke 1.16; Matt. 3.2) 

     b)  He came to prepare the hearts of Israel for the coming of Christ.  (Luke 1.17; Matt. 3.3) 

     c)  His came in the fulfilment of prophecy.  (Matt. 3.3) 

2.  John the Baptist vs. Jesus Christ. 

     a)  Many wondered if he was the Christ.  (Luke 3.15,16; John 1.19-26) 

     b)  John the Baptist compares his baptism to that of Christ.  (Matt. 3.11,12; Mark 1.7-9) 

     c)  From this point, John begins to fall into the background.  (John 3.25-31) 

3.  MATTHEW 3.11:  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but…” 
 

I.  JOHN DESCRIBES THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST 

     A.  MATTHEW 3.11:  “He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not  

           worthy to carry.”  (cf. Matt. 3.13,14; John 1.15,27) 

     B.  The testimony of John the Baptist.  (John 3.31-36)  

           1.  JOHN 3.31:  “He who comes from above is above all”  (Rom. 9.5) 

           2.  JOHN 3.32:  “And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies”  (John 1.18) 

           3.  JOHN 3.33:  “He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true.” 

                a)  Jesus has testified that He is the Son of God who came from God.  (John 8.14-26) 

                b)  God testified that Jesus was His Son.  (Matt. 3.17) 

           4.  JOHN 3:34:  “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God”  (Rom. 12.3) 
 

II.  JOHN DESCRIBES THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

     A.  MATTHEW 3.11:  “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

     B.  What is Holy Spirit baptism?  It is only referenced twice in Scripture. 

           1.  It is referenced by Jesus just before His ascension in Acts 1. 

                a)  Wait for the promise.  (Acts 1.4; John 14.16-18,26; 15.26,27; 16.5-7,12-15)  

                b)  What is this promise?  “You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit”  (Acts 1.5). 

                c)  When was the promise to come?  “…not many days from now”  (Acts 1.5; cf. v. 3) 

                d)  This baptism with the Holy Spirit came ten days later.  (Acts 2.1-4,33) 

           2.  It is referenced by Peter after reporting about Cornelius in Acts 11. 

                a)  The household of Cornelius received the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 10.44-48)   

                b)  This was described as the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 11.15,16) 

                c)  What was the purpose of the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  To show that the Gentiles  

                      were eligible to receive the gospel.  (Acts 3.26; 10.28,34,35,47; 11.1-3,18; 15.6-9) 
    

III.  JOHN DESCRIBES THE JUDGMENT OF CHRIST 

     A.  MATTHEW 3.12:  “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out  

              His threshing floor…but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

     B.  There is coming a Day of Judgment referred to as the baptism of fire. 

           1.  Three times in this context, fire is used to reference judgment.  (Matt. 3.10-12) 

           2.  There will be a separation between the faithful and unfaithful.  (Matt. 3.10-12) 

           3.  We will stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  (2 Cor. 5.10; Acts 17.30,31) 

 



    


