
“HERE AM I!  SEND ME” 
 

     When was the last time you wanted God’s attention?  When the 

was the last time you wanted God to use you to carry out His will?  

Usually we want to hide from God.  We do not want God to look at 

our actions.  We do not want God to examine our hearts.  Usually 

we do not want to be the one to carry out His will.  We do not want 

to be the one to be involved in a Bible class let alone teach one.  We 

do not want to be the one who is sent to this person or that person to 

offer help and encouragement.   

     In Isaiah 6, God asked, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

Us”  (Isa. 6.8)?  Isaiah could have responded with excuses as Moses 

did and eventually come out and say, “please send…whomever 

else”  (Ex. 4.13).  Instead, Isaiah responded without hesitation.  

“Here am I!  Send me”  (Isa 6.8).  Let’s think about those words.   

     The statement begins with an interjection.  The idea of an 

interjection is an exclamation.  God is looking for someone to carry 

out an important task, and Isaiah is exclaiming, “Here am I!”  It is 

as if Isaiah is waving his hands in the air trying to get God’s attention 

yelling, “Over here!”   

     The second part of this expression is an imperative.  An 

imperative is a command.  This is not a command coming from God 

and directed at Isaiah.  Isaiah is issuing a command to God.    Here 

is God looking for someone to carry out a task, and Isaiah is waving 

his hands in the air trying to get God’s attention and demanding that 

he be the one to be sent.   

     The next time you have an opportunity to share the message of 

God to someone, do not ignore the opportunity do to something for 

God.  The next time you have the opportunity to help someone in 

need, do not assume that someone else will do it.  The next time you 

have a chance to lead a song, read a scripture, serve on the Lord’s 

table or lead a prayer, do not view it as a burden that you would 

rather not do.  Instead, have the attitude of Isaiah.  Be the one who 

waves his hands in the air and demands to be the one to carry out 

the task. 

     We are to be people “zealous for good works”  (Titus 2.14).  

There is much that needs to be done.  If you do are unwilling to step 

up and show a willingness to work, who will?        CLP  
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THE ALL-SEEING EYE 
 

     In an aquarium in Long Beach, California, veterinarians attached 

a GPS device to some turtles and released them back into the wild.  

As veterinarians tracked the movement of these turtles, they 

observed movement as much from ten to fifty miles a day.  In a span 

of four weeks these sea turtles had traveled over 500 miles.   

     What would happen is someone could attach a GPS device to us 

and track our movements?  What would it reveal about our 

behaviors, our habits, our desires?  What would they see us doing?   

What would happen if we could track our own spiritual growth?  

Would we see a lot of activity or would we see a lot of stagnation?  

Would we see constant forward motion or some backsliding?  

Would we see diligent effort being expending or apathy and laziness  

(Heb. 5.12)?  What if we could track our time in the same way?  

Would we be surprised how we spent a majority of our time  (Eph. 

5.15)? 

     It seems that most of us would look at such a device unfavorably.  

We may not have a transmitter attached to us tracking our spiritual 

growth, the way we spend our time, etc.  However, we are being 

watched and our every movement, action, and word is being 

monitored by God  (Heb. 4.13).  But God who sees all is the same 

God who can forgive all through Jesus.            CLP 
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“DO ALL THINGS WITHOUT COMPLAINING” 

PHILIPPIANS 2:14 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Why are we to do all things without complaining?   

     a)  Complaining hurts others.  (Phil. 2.15) 

     b)  Complaining hurts you.  (Phil. 2.15)     

     c)  Complaining hurts the church.  (Phil. 2.16) 

2.  In the Old Testament, there is an example of people who 

complained that might help us.  [Read Numbers 21:4-9] 
 

I.  THE CAUSE OF COMPLAINING 

     A.  They complained because they did not have faith. 

           1.  The children of Israel were forced to make a difficult and  

                treacherous journey.  (Num. 21.4) 

           2.  As a result, “the people spoke against God and against  

                Moses”  (Num. 21.5) 

           3.  Their complaint:  “Why have you brought us up out of  

                 Egypt to die in the wilderness?”  (Num. 21.5)  

           4.  They did not trust God.  (Heb. 3.16-19) 

     B.  They complained because they were ungrateful. 

           1.  NUMBERS 21.5: “our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 

           2.  PSALM 78.24,25:  “bread of heaven…angel’s food.” 
 

II.  THE CONSEQUENCE OF COMPLAINING 

     A.  God was angry with them. 

           1.  NUMBERS 21.6:  “So the LORD sent fiery serpents  

                among the people, and they bit the people” 

           2.  Why did God do that?  (1 Cor. 10.5,9,10) 

     B.  This was not the only time.   

           1.  God was angry at their idolatry.  (Deut. 32.21-24) 

           2.  God was angry at their idolatry.  (Jer. 8.17) 
 

III.  THE CURE FOR COMPLAINING 

     A.  Trust in God.   

           1.  Have you ever asked and not received?  (Matt. 7.7) 

           2.  God only gives good gifts.  (Matt. 7.11) 

           3.  We have to learn to trust Him.  (Heb. 11.6) 

     B.  Be grateful to God.  (1 Thess. 5.16-18) 
 

CONCLUSION:   If we can learn to trust and be grateful, we can avoid 

complaining and shine as lights in the world.  (Phil. 2.15) 

THE SOUNDNESS OF OLDER MEN 
 

     In Titus 2, Paul is writing to a preacher telling him what he needs 

to teach the different demographics of the congregation.  In verse 2, 

reference is made to “older men.”  The word “older” is the same 

word that Paul used in Philemon 9 when he described himself as 

“Paul the aged.”   He lists a series of attitudes and behaviors 

including that they be sound.  In a passage directed to older men, 

they are to be sound or healthy in reference to three things.   

     Older men are to be sound in faith.  You are to have a healthy 

faith.  It is to be an unwavering faith uncorrupted by doubts.  

Abraham was an elderly man when God promised him a son.  

Through the next twenty-five years, he waited for the promise of 

God.  When He was nearly a hundred, his wife Sarah finally 

conceived.  Through it all, Abraham was “not weak in faith”  (Rom. 

4.19).  Those who are full of years are also to be full of faith.  Be an 

example to those who are younger as they watch and consider the 

outcome your conduct  (Heb. 13.7).   

     Older men are to be sound in love.  The word translated as “love” 

is that familiar word “agape.”  This is the word that describes the 

idea of always wanting what is best for another.  Older men are to 

give attention to the way they love.  Paul wrote to Philemon to 

encourage him to welcome back Onesimus.  He could have 

commanded him.  Yet he writes that “for love’s sake, I rather appeal 

to you-being such a one as Paul, the aged”  (Phil. 8,9).  For some, 

age hardens and embitters the heart.  They become calloused and 

cantankerous.  For others, time softens their heart.  How has your 

heart developed over the years?   

     Older men are to be sound in patience.  The word “patience” is 

“hupomeno.”  This is the world that describes the ability to remain 

faithful during times of hardship.  As men get older, they begin to 

tire.  Older men are not to allow the infirmities of age to cause them 

to retire from their spiritual service.  They are to remain faithful even 

during the “difficult days” (cf. Ecc. 12.1).   

     When Paul came to the end of his life, he wrote, “I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only 

but also to all who have loved His appearing”  (2 Tim. 4.7,8).  You 

will also be able say the same thing if you remain sound in faith, 

love, and patience.            CLP 


