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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 5 contains six contrasting statement.  (Matt. 5.21-48) 

     a)  The scribes and Pharisees were righteous in appearance.  (Matt. 5.20; 6.1,5,16) 

     b)  To become truly righteous, we are to serve God from the heart.  (Col. 3.23) 

2.  Five of the six contrasts are in reference to our interaction with one another.       

 

I.  THE TEACHINGS OF MOSES 

     A.  What did the Law of Moses teach regarding your neighbor? 

           1.  The entire Law of Moses rested on the two commandments.  (Matt. 23.34-40) 

                a)  Love God with all your heart.  (Matt. 23.37,38; cf. Deut. 6.4,5) 

                b)  Love your neighbor as yourself.  (Matt. 23.39; cf. Lev. 19.17,18) 

                c)  MATTHEW 22.40:  “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the  

                     Prophets.”  (cf. Rom. 13.8-10) 

           2.  Who is your neighbor?   

                a)  One who lived near you.  (Ex. 3.22; 12.4; Josh. 9.16) 

                b)  A fellow citizen.  (Lev. 19.17,18,34) 

                c)  Jesus extended the definition to your fellow man.  (Luke 10.29,36,37)  

     B.  What did the Law of Moses teach regarding your enemy? 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.43:  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and  

                hate your enemy.’” Did the Law of Moses teach the Jews to hate their enemies? 

           2.  What did the Law of Moses teach regarding your enemy? (Ex. 23.4,5; Prov. 224.17,18) 

           3.  Who was your enemy?  Any person or nation who is hostile.  (Ex. 1.10) 
 

II.  THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS 

     A.  There is an exhortation. 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.44:  “But I say to you, love your enemies” 

           2.  The Bible definition of love.   (1 Cor. 13.4-8) 

     B.  There is an explanation.  Who is my enemy and how do we love them? 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.44:  “bless those who curse you”  (1 Pet. 3.9) 

                a)  Bless (eulogia):  To speak well of. 

                b)  Curse (kataraomai):  to pray down.  To call on God to punish someone. 

           2.  MATTHEW 5.44:  “do good to those who hate you”  (Rom. 12.20,21; Prov. 25.21,22) 

           3.  MATTHEW 5.44:  “pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you”  

                a)  Pray (proseuchomai):  To express your wishes and desires to God. 

                b)  Spitefully use  (epereazo):  Epi – “over”; Areia – “to accuse”  

                c)  Persecute (dioko):  To flee.  Implication is that one is running away from pursuers. 

     C.  There is an example. 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.45:  “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His  

                sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”  

           2.  Consider an example from Jonah.  (John 1.1-3; 4.1,2,11) 

     D.  There is an ending. 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.46-48:  “Therefore you shall be perfect…” 

           2.  You will be everything that God wants you to be.   


