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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 7.15:  “Beware of false prophet”   

     a)  Beware (prosecho):  Literally, to hold in front.  Keep in the forefront of your mind.   

     b)  Prophet:  A spokesman.  Someone who speaks on behalf of God.  (Ex. 4.14-16; Ex. 7.1,2) 

     c)  False Prophet:  Claims to speak for God, but does not.  (Jer. 23.30-32; Deut. 18.20-22) 

2.  Three observations regarding false prophets. 

     a)  A description of false prophets:  “who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they  

          are ravenous wolves”  (Matt. 7.15).  They are camouflaged.  They are carnivorous.   

     b)  A detection of false prophets:  “You shall know them by their fruits”  (Matt. 7.16,20) 

     c)  A destination of false prophets:  “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and  

          thrown into the fire”  (Matt. 7.19).   

 

I.  THE DETECTION OF FALSE PROPHETS 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.16:  “You will know them by their fruits.” 

           1.  Know (epiginosko):  Ginosko means “come to know.”  When paired with “epi” the  

                word is strengthened.  “Come to fully know.” 

           2.  Fruit is something that is produced. 

                a)  The fruit that comes from the womb.  (Gen. 1.28; Ps. 127.3) 

                b)  The fruit that comes from the Spirit.  (Gal. 5.22,23; Eph. 5.9W) 

                c)  The fruit of our lips.  (Heb. 13.15) 

           3.  We can identify false prophets by the kind of fruit that is produced in their lives. 

     B.  Examples of false prophets. 

           1.  The false prophet Elymas (Bar-Jesus).  (Acts 13.6-10) 

                1.  ACTS 13.6,8:  He was a sorcerer.  (cf. Isa. 8.19) 

                2.  ACTS 13.10:  “full of all deceit and all fraud.”  Decoy and recklessness. 

                3.  ACTS 13.10:  “enemy of all righteousness.”  Hateful of what is right. 

                4.  ACTS 13.10:  “perverting the straight ways of the Lord.”  Lit. twisting. 

           2.  The false prophets in 2 Peter. 

                1.  2 PETER 2.1:  “destructive heresies”  A different choice.  (Acts 15.5; 24.15) 

                2.  2 PETER 2.1:  “denying the Lord who bought them”  (Titus 1.16) 

                3.  2 PETER 2.2:  They have “destructive ways”  Sensual ways.  (cf. Acts 15.19,20)   

                4.  2 PETER 2.3:  “By covetousness”  They are motivated by greed.  (2 Pet. 2.15) 

     C.  Where do you go for the word of God? 

           1.  MATTHEW 7.16:  “You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from  

                thornbushes or figs from thistles?”  (cf. 2 Tim. 4.3,4) 

           2.  MATTHEW 7.17:  “Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad  

                 fruit.”  To hear the truth, go to someone who lives it.  (1 Cor. 11.1; Titus 2.7) 

           3.  MATTHEW 7.18:  “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good  

                fruit.”  “Cannot” is literally, “no ability”  (cf. Luke 14.26) 


