
WHY WE MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

     In spite of recent events, we live in a world where people are 

generally looking out for each other.  It seems hard to believe, but 

there are more people spreading a message of community and 

support than there are those spreading hate.  It brings to mind a 

passage found in 1 John 4.   

     1 John 4.7ff says in essence that we are to love God and love one 

another because God loves us.  We find the words “God is of love” 

in verse 7.  We find the words “God is love” in verse 8.  We find 

the word “love of God” in verse 9.  We find the words “He loved 

us” in verse 10.  Verse 11 tells us that “God so loved us.”  “His 

love” is mentioned in verse 12.  Reference is made to “the love that 

God has for us” in verse 16.  Verse 16 also references “God is love.”  

Do you get the impression that God is a God of love?   

     Looking closely at this passage, there is another point of interest.  

It not only emphasizes the love of God, but also the love we are to 

have for one another.  Verse 7 tells us to “love one another.”  Verse 

8 refers to him who “does not love.”  Verse 11 tells us that “we 

ought to love one another.”  Verse 12 tells us to “love one another.”  

Verse 16 refers to those who “abide in love.”   

     Put those two thoughts together.  The summation of these 

thoughts is found in 1 John 4.11, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one another.”  The word “ought” is translated 

from a word that means “must.”  It is not a suggestion.  It is a 

commandment.  We are required to love one another because we 

serve a God who is characterized by love.  If we chose not to always 

look out for the best interest of others, then we cannot claim to be 

children of God.  We may have believed in Jesus and confessed His 

name before others.  We may have repented of our past sins.  We 

may have been immersed in water for the remission of our past sins.  

But our heart has not been truly converted if we do not have a love 

for one another. 

     It is sad and distressing to see the riots on our streets.  It is 

troubling to see caustic comments of Facebook by brethren who are 

supposed to be God’s people.  We would all do well to remember 

that 1 John 4.17-19 discussed in the inside article is surrounded by 

a context referencing the love of God for us.  This is a passage that 

tells us that we do not need to fear the Day of Judgment.  It is 

surrounded by a context that tells us we are required to love one 

another.  Do you get the point implied?  (Matt. 25.31-46).              CLP 
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CASTING OUT FEAR WITH LOVE 
 

     The Day of Judgment can be a frightening thought.  God 

promises eternal condemnation to those who do not obey the gospel  

(2 Thess. 1.7-9).  Those who have obeyed the gospel but “sin 

willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth” has a 

“certain fearful expectation of judgment”  (Heb. 10.26,27).  It is the 

anticipation of the judgment that Paul writes, “knowing, therefore, 

the terror of the Lord, we persuade men”  (2 Cor. 5.10,11).  If you 

are afraid of the Day of Judgment, the apostle John gives you some 

things that might help. 

     In 1 John 4.17-19, the Holy Spirit through the apostle John writes 

about our view of the coming judgment.  He tells us that “love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the 

day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world”  (1 John 

4.17).  How would you like to talk to Jesus on the Day of Judgment 

and be able to feel confident?  This passage tells us that we can stand 

in judgment with boldness.  The word translated as “boldness” does 

not carry the idea of arrogance, but confidence.  Later in the same 

book, John tells us why he wrote this book.  To those who have an 

obedient faith, John says, “These things I have written to you…that 

you may know that you have eternal life”  (1 John 5.13).  Do you 

see the confidence?  We can know that we are saved.                 [inside]   
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HOW TO BE DIFFERENT 

1 SAMUEL 17:51 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  If you want to make a difference in this world, it is necessary to 

be different from the world.  (Rom. 12.1; James 4.4; 1 John 2.15) 

2.  In the account of David and Goliath, David was different than 

everyone else around him.  (1 Sam. 17.24,51) 

3.  What made David so different teaches us how to be different. 
 

I.  SETTING THE STAGE 

     A.  The conflict between Israel and Philistia.  (1 Sam. 17.1) 

     B.  The Camps of the Israelites and Philistines.  (1 Sam. 17.2) 

           1.  Ephes Dammim:  “boundary of blood” 

           2.  The Valley of Elah:  “valley of oaks” 

     C.  The Champion of the Philistines.  (1 Sam.  17.3-10)   

           1.  Verses 3,4:  The stature of Goliath.   

           2.  Verses 5-7:  The armor and weaponry of Goliath. 

           3.  Verses 8-10:  The challenge of Goliath. 

     D.  The Cowardice of Israel.  (1 Sam. 17.11) 

     E.  The Contrast between Israel and David.  (1 Sam. 17.12ff) 

           1.  Verse 12:  Born in a small town named Bethlehem. 

           2.  Verse 13,14:  The youngest of eight.  

 

II.  WHAT MADE DAVID SO DIFFERENT? 

     A.  God was important to David. 

           1.  All Saul and his army could see was the man who had  

                come to challenge Israel.  (1 Sam. 17.24,25,33)   

           2.  David saw that his God who was being defiled and was  

                offended.  (1 Sam. 17.26,36; Matt. 22.37) 

     B.  David knew he was important to God.   

           1.  At every turn, David was met by those who tried to tear  

                him down.  (1 Sam. 17.28,33,43) 

           2.  David viewed himself as one whom God watched over  

                and protected.  (1 Sam. 17.34-37) 

     C.  We are different when we follow the example of David. 

           1.  We all face our Goliaths.  (Rom. 8.18) 

           2.  Turn to God.  (Phil. 4.6). 

           3.  Know that God cares.  (1 Pet. 5.7) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Who won the battle between David and Goliath?  

CASTING OUT FEAR WITH LOVE 
 

     We do not have to be afraid of the Day of Judgment.  We can 

approach that day with boldness.  We can look forward to talking to 

Jesus about our lives with confidence.  What gives us that 

assurance?  The answer is in the first part of the verse:  “Love has 

been perfected among us”  (1 John 4.17).  Whose love?  In context, 

we are reading about the love of God.  We are saved because of the 

love of God  (John 3.16; Rom. 5.8).  Love has been perfected in 

those who have accepted His invitation and obeyed the gospel (Matt. 

22.9; 2 Thess. 2.14).  Because the love of God has been fully realized 

in your life by your faith and obedience to the gospel, you can 

approach the Day of Judgment with boldness.   

     This thought continues in the next verse.  John writes that “there 

is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 

involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in 

love”  (1 John 4.18).  Imagine the torment of living in the fear of the 

coming judgment.  Those who have not responded to the gospel with 

a faith that moved them submit to the conditions of the gospel will 

live life in fear and dread  (2 Thess. 1.7-9).  Those who have become 

Christians, but have not been living faithfully have nothing to look 

forward to except “the fearful expectation of judgment”  (Heb. 

10.26,30,31).  These are people who live in torment.     

     In contrast, the one in whose life the love of God has been 

perfected does not need to fear the Day of Judgment.  Knowing the 

love of God and responding to that love by becoming a Christian, 

we no longer need to be afraid of the outcome of our being judged.  

He does not need to live his life in torment, but with hope (Heb. 

6.19; Titus 1.2).  God’s love casts out fear.  Having been saved by 

the love of God, we can now say as Paul did when he wrote to 

Timothy:  “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 

on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His 

appearing”  (2 Tim. 4.8).   

       That leads to the obvious and all-important question.  Has love 

been perfected in you?  Has God’s love been realized in your life?  

Have you accepted what God says as true and responded to His 

message by obeying the gospel?  What a tremendous blessing to 

know that all your past sins have been forgiven.  What a joy to live 

in confidence knowing that God will not hold your past mistakes 

against you, but welcome you into eternal life  (Matt. 25.34).       CLP 


