
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS:  JESUS, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST 

HEBREWS 4:14-16 

 

INTRODUCTION:    

1.  The Israelites were not allowed to enter into the land of rest 

because of disobedience and unbelief.  (Num. 13.31; 14,10,11) 

2.  Those Israelites are used as an example.  If we want to enter 

heaven, we must not be like them.  (Heb. 4.11) 

3.  The remaining verses of chapter 4 introduces chapter 4 by 

teaching us how blessed we are to have Jesus.  (Heb. 4.14-16) 
 

I.  THE BLESSINGS OF BEING A CHRISTIAN 

     A.  ADVOCATE:  Christians enjoy representation.   

           1.  HEBREWS 4.14:  “we have a great High Priest”  

           2. 1 JOHN 2.1:  “And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate”  

     B.  ASSURANCE:  Christians have the assurance of heaven. 

           1.  HEBREWS 6.11:  “the full assurance of hope” 

           2.  1 JOHN 5.13:  “you may know that you have eternal life” 

     C.  ANCHOR:  Hope anchors us because of God’s promises. 

           1.  HEBREWS 6.19:  “This hope we have as an anchor” 

           2.  Hope because God keeps His promises.  (Heb. 6.18) 

     D.  ATONEMENT:  We are sanctified because of Jesus. 

           1.  HEBREWS 10.10:  “By that will we have been sanctified”  

           2.  Jesus was given a body just for this purpose.  (Heb. 10.5) 

     E.  ALTAR:  Blessings that flow from the altar.  (Heb. 13.10) 
 

II.  JESUS IS OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST 

     A.  Jesus is a great High Priest because of His ascension. 

           1.  HEBREWS 4.14:  “Seeing then that we have a great High  

                Priest who has passed through the heavens”  

           2.  Having entered heaven, He is now at the right hand of  

                God for us.  (Heb. 9.24) 

     B.  Jesus is a great High Priest because of His compassion. 

           1.  HEBREWS 4.15:  “For we do not have a High Priest who  

                cannot sympathize with our weaknesses” 

           2.  Sympathize (sumpatheo):  To feel together. 

     C.  Jesus is a great High Priest because of His intercession. 

          1.  HEBREWS 4.16:  “we may obtain mercy and find grace to  

               help in time of need.”  

          2.  Help (boetheia):  God running to answer our cry. 
 

CONCLUSION:  In times of need, can pray with confidence.   
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ARE YOU ACCEPTED BY GOD? 
 

     Who are those who are accepted by God?  In Ephesians 1.6, 

reference is made to the grace of God, “by which He has made us 

accepted in the Beloved.”  The grace of God is defined by Scripture as 

the mercy, love, and kindness of God  (Eph. 2.4-7).  It was God’s 

feelings toward us that compelled Him to send Jesus and offer us 

salvation.  In fact, if you keep reading Ephesians 1, verse 7 goes on to 

say that “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”     

     It is true that the grace of God offered through the redemptive work 

of Jesus made it possible for God to accept us.  But we must also accept 

His grace.  In Romans 5, we learn that “we have access by faith into 

this grace”  (Rom. 5.1).  The way we access the grace of God is through 

faith.  What kind of faith?  Contextually, this passage connects to 

chapter 4 where we learn about the faith of Abraham.  He had a faith 

that accepted what God said  (Rom. 4.3).  He had a faith that also 

obeyed what God said  (Rom. 4.19-22).  We are told to “walk in the 

steps of faith which our father Abraham had”  (Rom. 4.12).       

     If we want to be accepted by God, then we must accept grace of God 

by having an obedient faith.  We are to hear and obey the commands 

of the gospel.  Believe in Jesus  (John 8.24).  Repent of our past sins  

(Luke 13.3).  Confess the name of Jesus (Rom. 10.10.  Be baptized (1 

Pet. 3.21).  Having an obedient faith, the grace of God flows into our 

lives. And we will find ourselves accepted by God.         CLP    
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THREE LESSONS FROM MARY 

JOHN 19:25 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  At the cross of Christ, three women were there who all shared 

the same name.  (Read John 19.25-27)   

2.  Three women who were close to Jesus in life were also close to 

Jesus in death.   

3.  Consider some thoughts from three women named Mary. 
 

I.  MARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS 

     A.  Mary stood near the cross with John and her sister. (v. 25,26)   

     B.  JOHN 19.26:  “Woman, behold your Son!”  Did Mary know  

           that her Son was the Christ, the Son of God? 

           1.  An angel announced to Mary that her Son would be the  

               “the Son of the Highest”.  (Luke 1.30-35) 

           2.  Shepherds came to Bethlehem and made widely known  

                 that Jesus was Christ the Lord.  (Luke 2.8-19)  

           3.  At twelve, Jesus met with teachers who were “astonished  

                at His understanding and answers”  (Luke 2.46-51) 

     C.  Mary understood that Jesus was the Son of God. (John 3.16) 
 

II.  MARY THE WIFE OF CLOPAS 

     A.  Who is Mary, the wife of Clopas?  (John 19.25) 

           1.  MATTHEW 27.55,56:  “the mother of James and Joses”   

           2.  MARK 15.40:  “the mother of James the less and Joses”   

     B.  Jesus can change the lives of our family and its dynamic. 

           1.  Many of us have family members who are faithful  

                because of the influence of Christ.  (1 Cor. 7.16)   

           2.  Homes are at peace because every family member is  

                submitting to the word of Christ.  (Eph. 5.22,24; 6.1,4) 
 

III.  MARY MAGDALENE 

     A.  Mary Magdalene is a woman whose life was changed  

           because of Christ.  (John 19.25; Luke 8.1,2) 

     B.  Christ will change the life of the individual. 

           1.  Some in Corinth were “homosexuals”, “thieves”, and  

                “drunkards”, but they “were washed”  (1 Cor. 6.9-11)     

           2.  He will change the heart if we let Him.  (Matt. 11.28-30) 
 

  CONCLUSION:  What has the Lord done for you? 
   

WHAT IS ACCEPTABLE? 
 

     There are behaviors that are considered acceptable and unacceptable in 

our society.  Known as social norms, there are unwritten rules that dictate 

the proper way to act toward others and in the presence of others.  For 

example, it is considered polite to say “please” and “thank you.”  It is 

accepted behavior to shake hands when you greet someone.  Avoiding 

profane language in public is considered a social norm.  If there is a line, 

you go to the back of the line and wait your turn.  Jumping the line is 

considered socially unacceptable.   

     There are also moral behaviors that are considered acceptable and 

unacceptable.  It appears the line between what is acceptable and 

unacceptable morally gets pushed further and further away.  What would 

be considered crossing the line fifty years ago is now seen as morally 

acceptable.  Does the Bible say anything about this?  Indeed, it does. 

     In ROMANS 12.2 we are told to “prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.” There are three adjectives that 

characterize the will of God.  First, the will of God is good.  The word 

“good” translates a Greek word that means “beneficial.”  Second, you have 

the word “acceptable” which carries the idea of being well-pleasing.  

Third, there is the word “perfect” which translates the Greek word 

meaning “complete.”  The word “prove” suggests the idea of experienced.  

This verse tells us that when we live by the will of God, we will learn by 

experience that the will of God is beneficial to our lives.  Our lives will be 

well-pleasing to God.  And our lives will become complete  (cf. 2 Tim. 

3.16,17).   

     If you back up to the previous verse, it says that we are not to “conform 

to this world”  (Rom. 12.2).  What is acceptable morally is not determined 

by the world.  Our government may pass laws which legalize same-sex 

marriage.  Supreme Court rulings may legalize abortion.  Yet our 

government does not determine what is morally acceptable.  Our families 

do not determine what is morally acceptable.  We are so grateful to have 

parents who love us and teach us, but what they teach is not always aligned 

with God’s teachings.  What is popular does not determine what is morally 

acceptable.  It is tempting to be influenced by your friends.  But they do 

not decide what is right and wrong.  Only God does.   

     It is God’s will for humanity as revealed within the teachings of the 

Bible that we learn what is acceptable (Heb. 5.12-14).  Our lives are not to 

conform to what society says is acceptable (Rom. 12.1).  Our lives are to 

conform to what God says is acceptable (Rom. 12.2)  

    The Holy Spirit tells us, “Do not be unwise, but understand what the 

will of the Lord is”  (Eph. 5.17).  If we want to know what is acceptable 

to God, it is essential that we spend time with His word seeking to 

understand His will.  Only then can we know that we are acceptable to 

Him  (Acts 10.35).               CLP   


