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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus is teaching us about true righteousness.  (Matt. 5.20) 

     a)  The scribes and Pharisees had a righteousness that was on the outside.   

     b)  We are called upon to have a righteousness that comes from the heart. 

2.  What is true righteousness?   

     a)  It is having the right attitude.  (Matt. 5) 

     b)  It is having the right priorities.  (Matt. 6) 

     c)  It is having the right direction.  (Matt. 7) 

 

I.  THE NARROW GATE 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “Enter by the narrow gate” 

           1.  Narrow (stenos):  Stenography  -- “Narrow writing”  (KJV – “strait”) 

           2.  MATTHEW 7.14:  “difficult is the way.”  Literally, a road.  Implies a lifestyle. 

           3.  It is a gate and road “which leads to life”  (Matt. 7.14) 

           4.  What is this narrow way which leads to life? 

                 a)  Contextually, it is the way of being and doing right.  (2 Pet. 2.21) 

                 b)  It is the way of Christ.  (John 14.6; Acts 9.1,2,13,14,18,21,26,31) 

     B.  The description of the narrow way. 

           1.  It is a way that is chosen.  (Matt. 7.13; Josh. 24.15; Deut. 30.15-20) 

           2.  It is a difficult way.  (Matt. 7.14) 

                a)  Difficult (thlibo):  It is the idea of pressure.  Tribulation.   

                b)  LUKE 13.24:  “Strive to enter”  Agonizomai.  Enter with great agony. 

                c)  Temptation and sin are difficult to set aside.  (Matt. 19.16-26) 

                d)  Suffering for the gospel can cause discouragement.  (1 Tim. 1.3-12; Heb. 10.32-36) 

           3.  It is an unpopular way.  (Matt. 7.14; 22.14; 1 Pet. 4.1-4; 1 Pet. 3.20)     

 

II.  THE WIDE GATE 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “Wide is the gate.” 

           1.  Wide (platus):  Literally, “spread out.”   

           2.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “broad is the way.”  Implies a lifestyle.   

           3.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “which leads to destruction”  Apollumi.  Apo – “away from”  Ollumi  

                 – “ruin”  Literally, to ruin away from.  They will be sent away.  (Matt. 7.23) 

           4.  What is the broad way which leads to destruction?  If Christ is the way that leads to  

                 life, every other way leads to destruction.  (John 14.6; Acts 4.12) 

                 a)  The way of sin will never lead you to heaven.  (1 John 2.15-17; James 4.4) 

                 b)  The way of false religion will never lead you to heaven.  (Acts 2.5,40; James 1.27) 

                 c)  The way of worldly wisdom will never lead you to heaven.  (1 Cor. 1.18-25) 

     B.  The description of the broad way. 

           1.  It is a way that is chosen.  (Ezek. 18) 

           2.  It is an easy way.  (Heb. 2.1; 3.12; 12-3) 

           3.  It is the popular way.  (John 12.42,43) 

   


