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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Is there any amount of time or any degree of sin that cannot be forgiven? 

     a)  What must happen within our heart before forgiveness can be received?  (2 Cor. 7.8-11) 

     b)  What is repentance?  (1 John 1.7,9; Ps. 32.1-5; 1 Tim. 1.12-17)   

2.  In our text, Jesus describes an unforgivable sin.  (Matt. 12.31-37) 

3.  What is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit? 

 

I.  CONTEXT 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.31:  “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men,  

           but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.” 

           1.  “Therefore, I say you to you”  In context, the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is in  

                 reference to something involving what happened in the previous text. 

           2.  “blasphemy against the Spirit”    

                 a)  Blasphemy (blasphemos):  Blapto – “to injure”; Pheme – “rumor” 

                 b)  MATTHEW 12.32:  “Anyone who speaks a word against the Holy Spirit” 

                 c)  “the Spirit”  The communicator.  (Rom. 8.1,2,26; John 16.13-15; Acts 2.4) 

     B.  MATTHEW 12.22-30:  What did the Pharisees do that was described as unforgivable? 

           1.  There was a restoration.  (Matt. 12.22-23) 

           2.  There was a reaction.  (Matthew 12.24) 

                a)  “This fellow does not cast out demons except by…”  The source of His power. 

                b)  “Beelzebub”  Philistine god of Ekron.  Lord of the flies, Dung-Lord.  (2 Kings 1.2) 

                c)  “the ruler of the demons”  A reference to Satan.  (Eph. 6.10-12; 2 Cor. 11.13-15) 

           3.  There was a refutation.   

                a)  MATTHEW 12.25,26:  Satan casting out demons would topple his kingdom. 

                b)  MATTHEW 12.27:  How do they attribute the works of others?  (cf. Mark 9.38ff)   

                c)  MATTHEW 12.28:  Jesus is working by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

     C.  The Pharisees were characterizing the Holy Spirit as “unclean.”  (Mark 3.28-30).  Jesus  

           called this “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” that “will not be forgiven.”  (Matt. 12.31,32)            

 

II.  CONDITION 

     A.  The description of the Pharisees. 

           1.  There is a comparison.  (Matt. 12.33). 

           2.  There is a characterization.  (Matthew 12.34)   

           3.  There is a cause.  (Matt. 12.35)  

           4.  There is a consequence.  (Matt. 12.36,37)  

     B.  The unforgivable sin comes from a heart that is hardened and unwilling to change. 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.32:  You can come back from some sins, but not blasphemy of the Spirit. 

           2.  HEBREWS 10.26:  “There no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” 

           3.  HEBREWS 6.4-6:  “It is impossible…to renew them again to repentance.” 

           4.  2 PETER 2.14:  “cannot cease from sin”  Why?  “hearts trained in covetous practices”   

           5.  1 JOHN 5.16,17:  Sin that leads to death.  Sin that does not lead to death.   

 


