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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In our text, Jesus makes reference to prayer.  (Matt. 7.7-11) 

     a)  “Ask” (aiteo):  “the petition of one who is lesser in position”  [VINE]   

     b)  The words “seek,” “find,” and “knock” are also found in this text. 

2.  We can be confident that God hears and answers our prayers. 

     a)  God is able to do anything that we ask.  (Eph. 3.20) 

     b)  God will answer hear and answer the prayers of His children.  (John 9.31) 

     c)  God will answer according to His will.  (1 John 5.14) 

 

I.  THERE IS A PROMISE 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.7,8:  “Ask, and it will be given…For everyone who asks receives.” 

           1.  From whom are we to ask?  (Matt. 6.8) 

                a)  God gave Abraham and Sarah a son.  (Gen. 18.13,14) 

                b)  God gave the city of Jerusalem into the hands of the Chaldeans.  (Jer. 32.26,27) 

                c)  God gave Solomon more wisdom than anyone.  (1 Kings 3.5)   

                d)  God can touch even the most unreceptive hearts.  (Matt. 19.26) 

           2.  The One who can do anything, promises to give us what we ask.  (Matt. 21.22)   

     B.  MATTHEW 7.7,8:  “Seek, and you will find…and he who seeks finds.” 

           1.  What are we to seek?  (Matt. 6.32,33) 

           2.  Anyone who seeks after God will find Him.  (Acts 15.15-17; 17.26,27) 

     C.  MATTHEW 7.7,8:  “Knock, and it will be opened to you…and to him who knocks it will be  

           opened.”  What door are we to knock?  (Rev. 3.20; Luke 13.25) 

 

II.  THERE IS A PURPOSE 

     A.  Have you ever asked God for something that you did not receive? 

           1.  Why would God give me the things for which I have asked?   

                 a)  Is it beyond God’s ability?  (Rom. 4.17) 

                 b)  Is there anything in my life that is hindering my prayer?  (Isa. 59.1,2; 1 Pet. 3.7) 

                 c)  Am I asking according to His will?  (1 John 5.14,15) 

           2.  Sometimes God will answer our prayers by saying “no.” 

                a)  God told Jesus “no.”  (Matt. 26.39; Heb. 5.7,8) 

                b)  God told Paul “no.”  (2 Cor. 12.7-10) 

     B.  The answer is found in our text.   

           1.  MATTHEW 7:9,10:  “Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks…” 

           2.  MATTHEW 7.11:  “how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things  

                to those who ask Him!”  God always gives us things that are good. 

           3.  Sometimes we ask for things that are not what is best. 

                a)  ROMANS 5.3,4:  Tribulations remind us of something better. 

                b)  1 PETER 1.6-9:  Various trials makes our faith stronger. 

                c)  JAMES 1.2-5:  Various trials give us patience.    

  


