
GIVING LIKE THE POOR WIDOW 

MARK 12:41-44 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  We are impressed with the kind of money our celebrities earn, 

but our we impressed with how much is given? 

2.  Jesus saw how much money was given by the poor widow, and 

it got His attention.  [Read Mark 12.41-44] 

3.  Is Jesus impressed by how much you give?   
 

I.  UNRAVELING THE TEXT 

     A.  There is a location.  (Mark 12.41) 

           1.  MARK 12.41:  “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury...” 

           2.  MARK 12.41:  “…and saw”  Literally, gave attention to. 

           3.  MARK 12.41:  “Many who were rich put in much” 

     B.  There is an observation.  (Mark 12.42) 

           1.  MARK 12.42:  “Then one poor”  Destitute. 

           2.  MARK 12.42:  “Then one poor widow” Without support. 

           3.  MARK 12.42:  “two mites”  A penny.   

     C.  There is a comparison.  (Mark 12.43,44) 

           1.  MARK 12.43:  The woman is compared to the wealthy.  

           2.  MARK 12.44:  “all that she had, her whole livelihood.” 
 

II.  JESUS WATCHES WHAT YOU GIVE 

     A.  Jesus watched who gave and how much.  (Mark 12.41) 

           1.  Saw (thereo):  He thought about and assessed. 

           2.  How much you give is an indication of what is  

                important to you.  Whatever you give, Jesus is watching.   

     B.  Consider the giving of the Macedonians.  (2 Cor. 8.1,2) 

           1.  Giving is a manifestation of grace.  (2 Cor. 8.1) 

           2.  Though they were in poverty, the Macedonians gave  

                with joy “in great abundance”  (2 Cor. 8.2) 
 

II.  JESUS IS WEIGHING WHAT YOU GIVE 

     A.  Jesus weighed what was given by what each had.   

           1.  Jesus weighed what the poor widow gave compared to  

                what she had.  She gave all.  (Mark 12.42,43)   

           2.  Jesus weighed what the rich gave compared to what they  

                Had.  They gave little.  (Mark 12.43) 

     B.  The Macedonians gave in deep poverty.  (2 Cor. 8.1-3,7) 
 

CONCLUSION:   God blessed those who give.  (Mal. 3.8,9) 
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FAITH COMES BY HEARING 
 

     According to ROMANS 10.17, “So then faith comes by hearing, 

and hearing by the word of God.”  If one is to be pleasing to God, 

having faith is a requirement  (Heb. 11.6).  What Paul tells us is that 

faith is developed by hearing.  However, the faith that is pleasing to 

God does not come by hearing the scholars and wise men of this 

world.  It comes by hearing from the word of God.   

     When we take this verse and put it back into the context of 

Romans 10 we learn that salvation is the subject under 

consideration.  In verse 1 Paul expresses his desire that “Israel might 

be saved”.  In verse 9 Paul explains that we are saved by confession 

and belief.  In verse 13 Paul quotes the prophet Joel who wrote that 

“whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”.  As Paul 

elaborates on how one is saved, he then asks a series of questions.  

“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? 

And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 

And how shall they hear without a preacher?”  (Rom. 10.14).  The 

point?  One cannot call on the name of the Lord, believe in God who 

raised up Jesus, or confess their faith if they have not heard the 

gospel. 

     It is incumbent upon us to “go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to every creature”  (Mark 16.15).  The lost cannot be saved 

without our efforts.                  CLP 
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HOW TO BECOME MORE AMBITIOUS 

2 CORINTHIANS 13:14 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Ambition involves three key factors. 

     a)  Ambition is having goals. 

     b)  Ambition involves hard work to achieve those goals. 

     c)  Ambition involves working together with others.   

2.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are ambitious in their 

involvement in our lives.  (2 Cor. 13.14) 
 

I.  AMBITION OF THE GOD, JESUS, THE HOLY SPIRIT 

     A.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit had a goal. 

           1.  1 TIMOTHY 2:3,4:  “God our Savior who desires all men  

                to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

           2.  2 PETER 3.9:  “The Lord is…not willing that any should  

                perish but that all should come to repentance.” 

           3.  ROMANS 8.1:  “No condemnation to those...who do not  

                walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” 

     B.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit worked together to  

           bring the church into existence, the collection of the saved. 

           1.  Jesus preach the coming of the church.  (Acts 1.1-3;  

                Matt. 4.17; 26.28; John 3.3)  

           2.  God promised the coming of the church.  (Acts 1.4-8) 

           3.  The Holy Spirit predicted the coming of the church. 

                (Acts 1.15-20; 2.4,16,41,47; 2 Pet. 1.20,21)  
 

II.  THE AMBITION OF JESUS IS TO BE OUR AMBITION 

     A.  We are to be people of ambition. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 4.16:  “the effective working by which every  

                part does its share, causes growth of the body”  

           2.  When you have spiritual goals, be prepared to do the  

                work in order to achieve them. 

     B.  Jesus lived His life with ambition. 

          1.  Jesus gave Himself for our deliverance.  (Gal. 1.4) 

          2.  Jesus gave Himself for our sanctification.  (Eph. 5.25-27) 

          3.  Jesus gave Himself for our redemption.  (Titus 2.14) 
      

CONCLUSION:   Jesus had goals and gave Himself to achieve them.  

How ambitious are you in achieving your spiritual goals?    

 

IN THE BEGINNING 
 

     Humanity as always been fascinated with origins.  To understand who 

we are, we need to first understand who we were.  Our history tells us 

about our future.  With an interest to understand our origins, some take us 

all the way back to what they believe to be the beginning of the universe.  

They describe a “big bang” that set in motion the formation of the universe 

that we now know including our own existence.  It tells us that we are an 

accident, a product of chance.  It tells us that morality is subjective having 

been created by man.  It tells us that our future is nothing more than 

darkness, a ceasing to exist.  With an origin that gives us such an arbitrary 

existence and a future of non-existence, we are compelled to live our lives 

by the principle borrowed from Solomon:  Let us eat, drink and be merry, 

for tomorrow we die  (Ecc. 8.15). 

     The Bible tells us something entirely different about our origins.  The 

Bible claims to be a book that comes from God  (2 Tim. 3.16).  Time and 

time again, such claims have been proven true with such evidence as pre-

scientific knowledge, predictions and their fulfillment hundreds of years 

later, and archeological findings.  This is the book that reveals the true 

account of our origins.  Our existence is not the result of an accident which 

randomly brought together a series of elements in a way that produced life.  

Instead, the first words of this God-inspired book inspire hope:  “In the 

beginning, God...”  Let’s think about these words and how they help us 

understand ourselves. 

     GENESIS 1.1:  “In the beginning.”   The first question that comes to 

mind is, “In the beginning of what?”  A careful search of holy writ tells 

me that there was something before the beginning.  The inspired writings 

of the apostle Paul tell us that “He chose us in Him before the foundation 

of the world”  (Eph. 1.4).  This same author wrote about the “hope of 

eternal life which God who cannot lie promised before time began”  (Titus 

1.2).  Our origins have a beginning.  Yet I learn that even before the 

process began which brought humanity into existence, I was in the mind 

of God.  He thought about me, and wanted me in His life.  He wanted me 

to have hope of heaven.  Even before I existed, I was loved and wanted. 

     With our true origin in mind, what does that say about our existence?  

It says that we are here for a reason.  When God set in motion His plan to 

bring humanity into existence, it was not a spur of the moment impulse.  It 

was with purpose and intention.  His intention was to have a people who 

would belong to Him (Eph. 1.4).  What does it say about our morality?  

We were created and infused with a morality that comes from our Creator 

(Gen. 1.26).  As His people God expects us to “be holy and without blame 

before Him in love”  (Eph. 1.4).  What does it say about our future?  Jesus 

tells us that heaven is our eternal home which God “prepared for you 

before the foundation of the world”  (Matt. 25.34).            CLP 


