
UNIFIED IN LOVE 

2 CORINTHIANS 2:7,8 
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  1 Corinthians 12-14 address the problem of division. 

     a)  1 Corinthians 12 is the explanation of gifts. 

     b)  1 Corinthians 13 is the expiration of gifts. 

     c)  1 Corinthians 14 is the exercise of gifts.       

2.  1 CORINTHIANS 14.1:  “pursue love.”  Unity is achieved when 

we make it our goal to love each other.  (1 Cor. 14.2,3) 

3.  How can we be more effective to show love toward our 

brethren and overcome the divisions among us?  (2 Cor. 2.4-11) 
   

I.  BE WILLING TO FORGIVE 

     A.  2 CORINTHIANS 2.7:  “so that, on the contrary, you ought  

           rather to forgive and comfort him”  

           1.  Forgive  (charizomai):  The verb form of the word  

                “grace.”  Appears 5 times.  (2 Cor. 2.7,10)    

           2.  What is grace?  It is an undeserved gift that came as a  

                 result of mercy, kindness, and grace.  (Eph. 2.8)   

     B.  In context, Paul was calling for forgiveness for the one who  

           repented after being punished for his sin.  (1 Cor. 5.1-5) 

           1.  The sin:  “a man has his father’s wife”  (v. 1). 

           2.  The punishment:  “he…might be taken away”  (vs. 2-5).  

     C.  If someone has sinned against you, and they want to make it  

           right, what should your response be?  (Luke 17.3) 
 

II.  BE WILLING TO REAFFIRM 

     A.  2 CORINTHIANS 2.8:  “Therefore I urge you to reaffirm  

             your love to him.”  Do we forgive as God forgives? 

           1.  When God forgives, He forgets.  (Heb. 10.17) 

           2.  When we forgive, do we forget?  (Eph. 4.32) 

     B.  2 CORINTHIANS 2.11:  “lest Satan should take advantage of  

           us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.” 

           1.  Devices (noema):  “perception, i.e. purpose, or (by  

                implication) the intellect”  [Strong]. 

           2.  If we fail to forgive and forget, then we become one who  

                thinks the way Satan things.  (v. 11) 
 

CONCLUSION:   1 PETER 1.22,23:  “Since you have purified your 

souls in obeying the truth…” 
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THE POOR IN SPIRIT 
 

     Beginning His sermon on the mount, Jesus teaches a series of 

beatitudes.  Every one of the beatitudes has three components.  Each one 

begins with “Blessed.”  Literally, the word means “happy.”  Each one 

ends with a benefit that we will enjoy.  Each one as an attitude that we 

need to possess.  When you put them together, Jesus is teaching us that 

we can be truly happy because of the benefits that we will enjoy when 

we take on certain attitudes. 

     The first of these beatitudes:  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 

in the kingdom of heaven”  (Matt. 5.3).  The word “poor” is in reference 

to those who are destitute.  Someone who is poor is unable to provide 

even for their most basic necessities and are dependent of the kindness of 

others just to survive.  More specifically, Jesus describes the attitude as 

“poor in spirit.”   Oh how happy are those who see themselves as unable 

to provide for their own spiritual needs.   

     You and I cannot save ourselves without God’s involvement.  

Without God’s grace, we cannot know hope  (Eph. 2.8,9).  Without the 

cleansing blood of Jesus, we cannot know spiritual purity  (Eph. 2.11-

13).  Without the word of God, we cannot know what we are to do or if 

we are to do anything without God’s word  (Isa. 55.8,9).  Without God 

there is no hope.  Without Jesus, there is no purity.  Without the Holy 

Spirit, there is no knowledge.   
     When we see ourselves as dependent on God for our spiritual 

needs, it compels us to seek Him out to receive the things we need  

(Acts 17.27).  It is when we come to God that we are truly happy.   

mailto:pruittlc@outlook.com
http://www.nlvchurchofchrist.com/


UNIFIED IN LOVE 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:12 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  When we see ourselves as a community, we can accomplish so 

much more as the people of God to His glory. 

2.  PSALM 133.1:  “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For 

brethren to dwell together in unity!”   

3.  1 Corinthians is a book that emphasizes unity.  (1 Cor. 1.10) 
 

I.  WE ARE ALL DIFFERENT IN THE CHURCH 

     A.  Christians are different in a variety of ways.  (1 Cor. 12.13)   

           1.  We have differences in gender.  (Acts 5.14) 

           2.  We have differences in race.  (1 Cor. 1.24) 

           3.  We have differences in age.  (1 John 2.13) 

           4.  We have differences in abilities.  (Rom. 12.6-8) 

     B.  Our differences are not to divide us, but unity us. 

           1.  No member is unnecessary.  (1 Cor. 12.15,16) 

           2.  No member is more important than others. (1 Cor. 12.21) 

           3.  Unity is not achieved through conformity.  (Acts 15.1) 
 

II.  WE ARE ALL THE SAME IN THE CHURCH 

     A.  1 CORINTHIANS 12.13:  “but all the members of that one  

              body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.”   

           1.  We are all the same when we were all saved through  

                 obedience to the gospel.  (1 Cor. 12.13) 

           2.  We are all part of the same body.  (Eph. 1.22,23) 

     B.  Not unity in diversity in reference to doctrine, but in  

           references to our personal differences.  (1 Cor. 12.13) 
 

III.  HOW DO WE ACHIEVE UNITY IN THE CHURCH? 

     A.  We come together in unity through love.   

           1.  Love is the road we are to travel.  (1 Cor. 12.31) 

           2.  Love is the goal we are to pursue.  (1 Cor. 14.1) 

     B.  How are we to show love toward each other?  (1 Cor. 13) 

           1.  VERSE 4:  Love does not elevate itself above others. 

           2.  VERSE 5:  Love does not demand its own way. 

           3.  VERSE 6:  Love does not rejoice in another’s tragedy. 

           4.  VERSE 7:  Love is always optimistic.   

           5.  VERSE 8:  “Love never fails.” 
 

CONCLUSION:   God is the epitome of love.  Have you come to 

know the love of God through Jesus? 

   TRAINING UP A CHILD 

IN THE WAY OF THE LORD 
 

     What is a parent? It is not someone who engages in the 

necessary act that produces a child.  How many people have 

provided the genetic materials to create a child, but have not 

provided a stable home with material necessities, emotional 

support, discipline that builds up and teaches respect, love that 

develops confidence and strength of character?  Children are not an 

inconvenience and hindrance to happiness.  Children are to be seen 

as a gift from God  (Ps. 127.3).   

     Parents are given a great joy in their children.  At the risk of 

sounding like a comic book hero, with such a great gift comes 

great responsibility.  Parents are “train up a child in the way he 

should go”  (Prov. 22.6).  They are to “bring them up in the 

training and admonition of the Lord”  (Eph. 6.4).  Such can be a 

daunting task.  Is there an instruction book for parenting?  

Actually, there is.  For the Bible teaches parents how to be good 

parents so as to train children up in the ways of the Lord.   

     In Psalm 78, we learn about how to properly train our children.  

We read in Psalm 78.4, “We will not hide them from their children, 

telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD.”  We 

bring up our children in the way of the LORD by showing our 

children the importance of worship.  We are told in Hebrews 10.25 

that we are not to “forsake the assembling of ourselves together.”  

What kind of message are we communicating to our children when 

we do not regularly attend the assembling of ourselves together?  

What does it say to our children when we do not see the need to 

attend Bible classes on Sunday morning or Wednesday night?  

What does it say to our children when other things take priority 

over worship?  Forsaking the assembly is consider by the Bible to 

be a serious sin.  In the context of forsaking, the writer continues, 

“for if we sin willfully….”  (v. 26).   

     We need to set an example for our children.  They need to see 

in us that worshipping God is important.  Do you remember the 

example of your parents and grandparents?  Do you remember 

where they were every Sunday and Wednesday?  Will your 

children look back on their childhood and remember where you 

were every time the church building doors were opened?  You are 

teaching your children right now about worshipping God by how 

well you attend and participate.          CLP    


