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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The thesis statement of the sermon on the mount is found in Matthew 5.20. 

     a)  MATTHEW 5.20:  “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the  

          righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees…”   

     b)  The scribes and Pharisees only had an appearance of righteousness.  (Matt. 23.27,28) 

2.  Jesus teaches us how to have a righteousness that comes from the heart. 

     a)  What is your attitude about yourself?  (Matt. 5.3-16) 

     b)  What is your attitude about the Law?  (Matt. 5.17-48) 

     c)  Do you value the praise of men more than the praise of God?  (Matt. 6.1-18) 

     d)  Do you value the accumulation of money more than God?  (Matt. 6.19-34) 

     e)  How do you treat the people around you?  (Matt. 7.1-14) 

3.  The last half of chapter 7 is the conclusion to the sermon on the mount:  Listen to Jesus! 

     a)  MATTHEW 7.15-20:  Two analogies of the wolves and the trees. 

     b)  MATTHEW 7.21-23:  Two declaration of those who do not listen to Jesus. 

     c)  MATTHEW 7.24-27:  Two illustrations of the builder. 

 

I.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS MORE THAN JUST LIP SERVICE 

     A.  Jesus addressed the Father as “Lord”  (Matt. 11.25) 

     B.  The disciples addressed Jesus as “Lord”  (John 13.13) 

     C.  MATTHEW 7.21,22:  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’” 

     D.  The scribes and Pharisees “draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their  

           lips, but their heart is far from Me”  (Matt. 15.8,9). 

      E.  The scribes and Pharisees “say and do not do”  (Matt. 23.1-8)     
 

II.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS MORE THAN JUST DOING GOOD WORKS 

     A.  Jesus went about “doing good”  (Acts 10.38) 

     B.  The disciples are to do good.  (Titus 2.7,14; 3.1,8) 

     C.  MATTHEW 7.22:  “have we not prophesied in Your name”  (cf. 2 Tim. 4.2) 

     D.  MATTHEW 7.22:  “cast out demons in Your name”  (1 Thess. 5.14; James 5.20) 

     E.  MATTHEW 7.22:  “and done many wonders in Your name?”   

     F.  The scribes and Pharisees did good deeds.  (Matt. 6.1) 
 

III.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS ABOUT LISTENING AND OBEYING GOD  

     A.  Jesus came to “do the will of Him who sent Me”  (John 4.34). 

     B.  The disciples are to “understand what the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5.17; 1 Thes. 4.3). 

     C.  MATTHEW 7.21:  “but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 

     D.  MATTHEW 7.23:  “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me,  

           you who practice lawlessness!’”    

     E.  The scribes and Pharisees operated outside the boundaries of God’s laws.  

          1.  MATTHEW 15.3:  “Why do you also transgress the commandments of God?” 

          2.  MATTHEW 15.6:  “Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect” 

          3.  To be speak and act religiously without obedience is to have a righteousness that is not  

                of the heart.  (Matt. 15.8,9,18-20) 


