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MATTHEW 22:14 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The parable of the wedding feast describes three different reactions to the gospel. 

     a)  There are some who were not interested in the invitation.  (Matt. 14.3-5) 

     b)  There are some who are antagonistic toward the gospel.  (Matt. 14.6) 

     c)  There are some who are receptive to the gospel.  (Matt. 14.10) 

2.  The message of the parable:  “For many are called, but few are chosen”  (Matt. 22.14) 
 

I.  THE CALLED 

     A.  Who are called?   

           1.  MATTHEW 22.14:  “For many are called.”  (cf. Col. 1.6,23) 

           2.  All characters are called.  (Matt. 22.10) 

           3.  All races are called.  (Matt. 22.3,8,9) 

                a)  The Jews were devout, but still needed the gospel.  (Acts 2.5,38,39) 

                b)  The Gentiles were brought near.  (Eph. 2.17,18) 

           4.  All genders are called.  (Gal. 3.28; cf. Matt. 19.4) 

     B.  Who called them? 

           1.  MATTHEW 22.1:  “A certain king…sent out his servants to call” 

           2.  God called them.  (Matt. 22.1; 1 Pet. 5.10; 2 Pet. 1.3) 

           3.  The apostles and prophets called them.  (Matt. 22.3,8,9) 

                a)  Jesus sent the apostles into the world.  (John 17.14-20) 

                b)  The church was built on the message preached.  (1 Cor. 3.11; Eph. 2.19,20; 3.5) 

           4.  The church itself makes known the message.  (Eph. 3.8-10) 

     C.  What called them? 

           1.  MATTHEW 22.3:  “those who were invited.”     

           2.  The invitation is the gospel.  (2 Thess. 2.14) 

     D.  What are they called into? 

           1.  MATTHEW 22.4:  “Come to the wedding”  (v. 10). 

           2.  We are called to holiness.  (1 Pet. 1.15; Matt. 22.11-13; Col. 3.12-14) 

           3.  We are called out of darkness and into the light.  (1 Pet. 2.9) 

           4.  We are called to suffer.  (1 Pet. 2.21) 
 

II.  THE CHOSEN 

     A.  Who are the chosen?   

          1.  MATTHEW 22.14:  “but few are chosen.”  (Matt. 7.13,14) 

          2.  The foolish, weak, and despised are chosen by God.  (1 Cor. 1.27,28) 

          3.  The chosen are those who have received the mercy of God.  (1 Pet. 2.9,10) 

     B.  How are we chosen?   

          1.  1 PETER 2.9,10:  “a chosen generation…now have obtained mercy.” 

          2.  HEBREWS 5.9:  “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation  

               to all who obey Him.” 

     C.  When were they chosen? 

          1.  EPHESIANS 1.4:  “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world” 

          2.  1 PETER 1.2:  “elect according to the foreknowledge of God.”  


