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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 17.9:  “Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,  

       saying, ‘Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.’”   

     a)  Mark’s account adds, “questioning what the rising from the dead meant”  (Mark 9.10) 

     b)  This was not the first time they heard this.  (Matt. 16.18,21; 17.22; John 2.20-22) 

2.  In the verses that follow, Jesus tells us about the coming of Elijah.  (Matt. 17.10-13)   

 

I.  THE PURPOSE OF ELIJAH 

     A.  MATTHEW 17.10:  “And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Why then do the scribes say  

           that Elijah must come first?”   

           1.  The scribes were well versed in reference to the Law.  (Matt. 2.4-6; 13.52) 

           2.  The prophecy concerning the coming of Elijah.  

                a)  The time of his coming.  (Mal. 4.5) 

                b)  The purpose of his coming.  (Mal. 4.6)  

     B.  MATTHEW 17.11:  “Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and  

          will restore all things.”  

          1.  The purpose of the coming of Elijah was to “turn the hearts of the fathers to the  

               children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers” (Mat. 4.6). 

          2.  The restoration of all things refers to the restoration of man to God.  (Acts 3.19-21) 

               a)  ACTS 3.19:  “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out” 

               b)  ACTS 3.20:  “and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before.” 

               c)  ACTS 3.21:  “whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things” 

           3.  The restoration of all things is when man is restored to God and is living eternally with  

                Him in heaven.  (1 Cor. 15.24-28)     

 

II.  THE PERSON OF ELIJAH 

     A.  Elijah is used figuratively to refer to John the Baptist.   

           1.  MATTHEW 17.12:  “But I say to you that Elijah has come already”  (cf. Luke 1.13-17) 

                a)  Purpose statement #1:  “turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord”  (v. 16). 

                b)  Purpose statement #2:  “go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah”  (v. 17). 

                c)  First Purpose Reiterated:  “turn the hearts of the fathers to the children”  (v. 17). 

                d)  Second Purpose reiterated:  “make ready a people prepared for the Lord”  (v. 17). 

                e)  The purpose of John the Baptist was to reach the hearts of Israel so that they would  

                     be more receptive to the coming of Christ.  (Matt. 3.11; John 1.29; 5.31-35)    

           2.  MATTHEW 17.12:  “and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished.” 

                a)  How did they treat John the Baptist?  (Luke 7.33) 

                b)  You cannot speak truth without making enemies.  (Matt. 3.7-10; Mark 6.17-19) 

           3.  MATTHEW 17.12:  “Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.” 

     B.  MATTHEW 17.13:  “Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the  

           Baptist.” 


