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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In the sermon on the mount, Jesus sets before us two roads. 

     a)  The characterization of each road.  “Wide is the gate…narrow is the gate” 

     b)  The destination of each road.  “which leads to life…which leads to destruction” 

     c)  The population of each road.  “many who go in…few who find it” 

2.  Why are their so few which are able to travel down the road which leads to life? 

     a)  It is unpopular.  (1 Pet. 4.1-4) 

     b)  It is difficult.  (Matt. 13.20,21; 19.23,24) 

     c)  But it is always a matter of choice.  (Jer. 6.16) 

 

I.  THE CHARACTERIZATION OF THE ROAD 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “Wide is the gate.” 

           1.  Wide (platus):  Literally, “spread out; flat” from which we get “plateau.” 

           2.  Matthew 7.13:  “broad is the way”  Implies a lifestyle. 

     B.  The wide and broad path to destruction is an easy and popular way. 

           1.  There are no restrictions hindering one’s entrance.  (1 Pet. 1.15,16) 

           2.  There are no conditions which must be met.  (Luke 13.3; 1 Pet. 3.21)  

           3.  There are no standards which govern.  (2 Tim. 3.16,17; Rom. 10.1-3)  
 

II.  THE DESTINATION OF THE ROAD 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.13:  “the way that leads to destruction” 

           1.  Destruction (apollumi):  Apo – “away from”; Ollumi – “ruin.”  

           2.  Those who travel down the broad way will be sent away from God to their ruin. 

                 a)  Those who act outside the authority of God’s laws.  (Matt. 7.23) 

                 b)  Those who do not help those who need it.  (Matt. 25.41-43) 

                 c)  Those who do not do what is right.  (Luke 13.24-27) 

                 d)  Those who are unprepared.  (Matt. 25.1-5,11-13) 

                 e)  Those who are lazy.  (Matt. 25.26-30)   

     B.  What is the broad way which leads to destruction?  (John 14.6; Acts 4.12) 

           1.  The way of sin will never lead you to heaven.  (1 John 2.15-17; James 4.4) 

           2.  The way of false religion will never lead you to heaven.  (Acts 2.5,40; James 1.27) 

           3.  The way of worldly wisdom will never lead you to heaven.  (1 Cor. 1.18-25) 
 

III.  THE POPULATION OF THE ROAD      

     A.  MATTHEW 7.13: “there are many who go in by it.” 

           1.  Of all the Jewish nation, only a remnant will be saved.  (Rom. 9.27) 

           2.  There are many called, but few who are chosen.  (Matt. 22.1-14) 

                a)  MATTHEW 22.1-4:  Many are not interested.    

                b)  MATTHEW 22.5:  Many are too busy. 

                c)  MATTHEW 22.6,7:  Many are antagonistic. 

                d)  MATTHEW 22.11-13:  Many did not meet the conditions. 

           3.  The called vs. the chosen.  (Acts 2.39; 2 Thess. 2.14; Col. 1.6,23; 1 Pet. 2.4,5,9) 

     B.  Why are there only a few who are saved?  (1 Cor. 1.26-31)  


