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INTRODUCTION:   

1.  Our text is set in a context of salvation.  God desires for all people to be saved. 

     a)  The kingdom of heaven is not about rank or status.  It is about salvation.  (Matt. 18.3) 

     b)  There are severe consequences to those who cause another to sin.  (Matt. 18.6) 

     c)  Drastic measures are to be taken to keep ourselves from sin.  (Matt. 18.8) 

     d)  Jesus came to save the lost.  (Matt. 18.11) 

     e)  God wants all people to be saved.  (Matt. 18.14) 

2.  In this context of salvation, Jesus addresses the issue of conflict resolution. 

     a)  Nothing is more tragic than to lose a brother because of our own mistakes. 

     b)  Instead of leaving the Lord, Jesus teaches us to resolve conflict with our brethren. 
 

I.  THE DISSOLUTION 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.15:  “Moreover if your brother” 

           1.  In context, Jesus is addressing Jews.  (cf. Matt. 23.8)   

           2.  Those who are in a covenant relationship with God are brothers and sisters in Christ as                     

                part of God’s spiritual family.  (Eph. 3.15)   

           3.  This is not a reference to people in the world, but to fellow Christians.   

     B.  MATTHEW 18.15:  “sins against you”   

           1.  Sin is breaking God’s Law either by commission or omission.  (1 John 3.4; 5.17) 

           2.  A brother or sister in Christ breaks the laws of God in reference to how they treat you.   

                They are not just sinning.  They are hurting you.  Stealing, gossip, etc. 
 

II.  THE RESOLUTION 

     A.  Confrontation 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.15:  “go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.” 

                a)  This is an imperative.  This is not a suggestion of one possible course of action. 

                b)  “Go” (hupago):  Ago – “to go”; Hupo – “under”;  Literally to go under.   

                c)  “Tell him his fault”  (LUKE 17.3:  “Rebuke him.”; Gal. 6.1)      

                d)  “Between you and him alone.”  Do not broadcast, gossip, or sow seeds of discord.   

           2.  MATTHEW 18.15:  “If he hears you, you have gained your brother.” 

                a)  “If he hears you”  (LUKE 17.3:  “if he repents.”  2 Cor. 7.10.11) 

                b)  “You have gained your brother”  This is in a context of salvation.  (Luke 17.3) 

     B.  Confirmation 

          1.  MATTHEW 18.16:  “But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more” 

          2.  MATTHEW 18.16:  “that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be  

               established.’”  (Deut. 19.15; John 8.17) 

          3.  Confirmation of his guilt, of his refusal to repent, of proper procedures followed. 

     C.  Communication 

          1.  MATTHEW 18:17:  “And if he refuses to hear them” Hear:  In one ear and out the other. 

          2.  MATTHEW 18.17:  “Tell it to the church”  Make the collectivity aware of the problem. 

     D.  Cancellation 

          1.  MATTHEW 18.17:  “let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.”  

          2.  Not to others, but to you.  This is personal.   


