
BE HONORABLE 

1 PETER 2:11,12 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The book of 1 Peter was written to Christians who have been 

persecuted to encourage them to glorify God.  (1 Pet. 1.1; 4.16) 

2.  Christians are to conduct themselves in an honorable way, so 

that others can observe and give glory to God.  (1 Pet. 2.11,12)   
 

I.  UNFOLDING THE TEXT 

     A.  An explanation of honorable.   

           1.  Honorable (kalos):  Valuable, highly esteemed.  Also  

                translated as “good.”  (1 Pet. 2.12) 

           2.  To be honorable is to act in a way that causes others to  

                 respect you.  (Matt. 5.16; Acts 11.24) 

     B.  An example of honor.   

           1.  Jesus was honorable in His care for others.  (Acts 10.38) 

           2.  Jesus was honorable in His confession.  (1 Tim. 6.13) 

           3.  Jesus was honorable in His crucifixion.  (Mark 14.6-8) 

     C.  An encouragement to be honorable.   

           1.  Give attention to your appetite for the word of God.   

                (1 Pet. 2.2; Prov. 23.7; 4.23; Heb. 5.14)   

           2.  Give attention to your attitude.  (1 Pet. 2.17) 
 

II.  HOW TO LIVE AN HONORABLE LIFE   

     A.  Show God to those around you.  (Matt. 5.16) 

           1.  Precept:  “Let your light so shine” (Matt. 5.16; Eph. 5.8) 

                a)  Shine (lampo):  From which we get “lamp.”   

                b)  We are to influence the world by how we live.   

           2.  Place:  “before men”  (Matt. 5.16) 

                a)  Not be seek glory for ourselves.  (Matt. 6.1,2) 

                b)  We are to show others a distinct life.  (Titus 2.7)  

           3.  Purpose:  “that they may see your good works and  

                glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5.16; 1 Cor. 10.31) 

     B.  Help those who are in need.  (Luke 10.33-35) 

           1.  Honorable because he was impartial.  (Luke 10.33) 

           2.  Honorable because he was compassionate.  (Luke 10.33) 

           3.  Honorable because he was selfless.  (Luke 10.34,35)  

 

CONCLUSION:   Christians are to show themselves to be honorable 

in all of their conduct.   

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

2424 McCarran St.    |   North Las Vegas,   NV   |   89030   

Phone:  (702) 642-3141  Email:  pruittlc@outlook.com 

www.appliedchristiansstudies.com 

Be sure to watch us live at www.nlvchurchofchrist.com 

Facebook:  Chris Pruitt 
 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”  
-Mark 16.15 

 

December 16, 2018 
 

 

MEETING TIMES: 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS :    9:00 AM 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP:  9:50  AM 
SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP:  6:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE CLASS  7:30 PM 

 
 

 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

     To many, joy is a feeling of great contentment when everything in life 

comes together in perfect harmony.  They see it as a goal to be pursued 

or a prize to be won.  In this life, we have occasional flashes of this kind 

of joy, but it is never lasting and cannot compare to the true and 

complete joy found in Christ  (John 16.33). 

     David gives us some insight as to the misconceptions of joy.  David 

was made king over Israel, but he did not find real joy in power  (1 Sam. 

5.3).  David had an abundance of gold and treasures, but he did not find 

real joy in possessions  (1 Chr. 29.3).  David gave into carnal pleasure, 

but he did not find real joy in the lusts of the flesh  (1 Sam. 11.2-4).   

     Where did David find real joy?  I’ll let David answer for himself:  

“Restore to me the joy of your salvation”  (Ps. 51.12).  For David, real 

joy was found in a relationship with God.  Why is real joy only found in 

a relationship with God?  There are two reasons.  First, it is because of 

what God takes away.  He removes guilt.  He removes the inner conflict 

that comes when we know we have failed to do what is right  (Rom. 

7.15-19,24,25).  Second, it is because of what God provides.  He gives 

me hope.  He gives me a peace of mind.  He gives me acceptance into 

His fellowship  (Eph. 1.6).   

     Real joy has nothing to do with outside circumstances.  Living in the 

first century was not easy.  It was a time of great conflict and hardship.  

But when those in the first century became Christians, they “ate their  

food with gladness and simplicity of heart.”  (Acts 2.42).                   CLP 
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SITTING DOWN WITH ABRAHAM 

MATTHEW 8:11 

 

INTRODUCTION:    

1.  The memory of Abraham Lincoln takes us back in time.   

2.  Thinking about the Abraham of the Bible propels us forward. 

3.  MATTHEW 8.11:  “And I say to you that many will come from 

east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…” 
 

I.  UNRAVELING THE TEXT 

     A.  There is a contextual component. 

           1.  This is just after the Sermon on the Mount.  (Matt. 8.1) 

           2.  Jesus heals a leper.  (Matt. 8.3) 

     B.  There is a geography component.   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.5:  “Jesus had entered Capernaum”   

           2.  Capernaum is where Jesus was well known.   

     C.  There is a sociological component.   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.5:  “a centurion came to Him.”  

           2.  A Gentile comes to a Jew. 

     D.  There is an emotional component.   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.5,6:  “pleading with Him saying, ‘Lord…” 

           2.  MATTHEW 8.6:  “Lord, my servant is lying at home…”  
 

II.  THE FUTURE OF THE FAITHFUL 

     A.  Who has the hope of going to heaven?   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.11:  “And I say to you that many will come  

                 from east and west,”  (cf. Matt. 7.14) 

           2.  Heaven is available to all.  (Heb. 2.9; 1 Tim. 1.15)   

     B.  What is heaven going to be like?   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.11:  “and sit down” 

           2.  A Christian life is an active life.  (1 Tim. 4.10; Col. 1.10) 

           3.  When does a Christian retire?  (Rev. 14.13; Heb. 4.9,10) 

     C.  With whom will we keep company?   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.11:  “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”  

           2.  With those who have preceded us.  (1 Thess. 1.3)  

     D.  Where am I going to be?  The kingdom.  (Matt. 8.11) 

     E.  Why am I going to heaven?   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.10:  “I have not found such great faith” 

           2.  It is faith that saves.  (Rom. 5.1) 
 

CONCLUSION:  Have you kept yourself from the wicked one?    

 

WHO SEES YOUR GOOD WORKS? 
 

     1 Peter 2, encourages us to have “conduct honorable among the 

Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by 

your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 

visitation”  (1 Pet. 2.12).   

     The word translates as “observe” is defined in most Greek 

dictionaries as “inspect.”  It is the idea of looking at closely.  We are to 

live honorable lives by doing good works.  When those who speak evil of 

us look closely at the honorable way that we live, it will cause them to 

give glory to God.  The very next verse begins with “Therefore”  (1 Pet. 

2.13).  In the verses that follow, there are three examples of the kind of 

good works we are to do.  These three examples of good works are all 

associated with the idea of being submissive.   

     First of all, we conduct ourselves honorably by being submissive to 

governing authorities.  Peter writes, “therefore, be submissive to 

governing authorities”  (1 Pet. 2.13).  Among those to whom we are to 

be submissive are law enforcement (1 Pet. 2.14).  He then explains why.  

“For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence 

the ignorance of foolish men”  (1 Pet. 2.15).  Living in submission to 

those who enforce the law is characterized as “doing good.”  If the world 

accuses you of doing evil, they will see the way you are obedient to the 

laws of the land, and God will be glorified.   

     Second of all, we conduct ourselves honorably by being 

submissive to our employers.  Peter continues to write, “Servant, 

be submissive to your masters in all fear”  (1 Pet. 2.18).  That is 

easier to do when our boss is good.  What about those who are 

harsh?  We are to submit to and respect our employers regardless 

of how they treat us  (1 Pet. 2.19).  He then explains that “if you do 

good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before 

God”  (1 Pet. 2.20).  Notice that being submissive to our employer, 

even if he is harsh, is considered “doing good.”  When the world 

sees you conducting yourself honorably by submitting to your 

boss, God is glorified.   

     Finally, we conduct ourselves honorably by being submissive to 

our spouse.  Peter goes on to write, “Wives, likewise, be submissive 

to your own husbands”  (1 Pet. 3.1).  Notice that reference is made 

to the “conduct of their wives”  (1 Pet. 3.1).  Reference is made to 

the wife’s “chaste conduct”  (1 Pet. 3.2).  Reference is also made 

to the wives “who do good”  (1 Pet. 3.6).  Being submissive to 

your husbands is characterized as doing good.  The same is applied 

to husband being submissive to wives (1 Pet. 3.7).  When the 

world sees how you treat your spouse, God is glorified.            CLP 


