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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  John the Baptist was born to Zacharias and Elizabeth.  (Luke 1.5-10) 

     a)  Zacharias was a priest who served in the temple.  (Luke 1.5,8-10) 

     b)  Elizabeth was a daughter of Aaron, the High Priest and relative of Mary.  (Luke 1.5,36) 

     c)  Zacharias and Elizabeth were righteous through their obedience to God.  (Luke 1.6) 

2.  John the Baptist was bold and was not afraid to speak truth to power. 

     a)  John spoke to the Pharisees and Sadducees of the coming judgment.  (Matt. 3.7-10) 

     b)  John rebuked Herod for his sinful relationship with Herodias and “all the evils which  

          Herod had done.”  (Luke 3.18-20).  It was his rebuking of Herod that got him killed.   
 

I.  THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

     A.  Who is Herod the tetrarch?  (Matt. 14.1) 

           1.  Herod the Great ruled over Israel from 37BC to 4AD.  (Matt. 2.16,19) 

           2.  Herod the Great had three sons who inherited the nation of Israel.   

                a)  Herod Archelaus ruled over Judea.  (Matt. 2.22) 

                b)  Herod Philip ruled over Caesarea Philippi.  (Matt. 16.13) 

                c)  Herod Antipas ruled over Galilee.  (Mark 6.21) 

     B.  The relationship between Herod and Herodias. 

           1.  Herod Antipas was married to the daughter of King Aretas IV. 

           2.  Herod divorced his wife and married Herodias in 27AD.  (Mark 6.17,18) 
 

II.  THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF JOHN’S DEATH 

     A.  This contextual background.   

           1.  MATTHEW 14.1.2:  Herod Antipas heard of Jesus and His miracles and believed Him  

                to be John the Baptist raised from the dead.   

           2.  MARK 6.14,15:  John?  Elijah?  The Prophet?  One of the prophets?  (Matt. 16.13,14)   

           3.  LUKE 9.7-9:  “because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead.” 

     B.  The imprisonment of John the Baptist. 

           1.  MATTHEW 14.3:  “For Herod had laid hold of John and bound him, and put him in  

                prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.”   

                a)  “Laid hold” (krateo):  Literally, to seize by force.   

                b)  “Bound”  (deo):  To put one in shackles.   

                c)  “for the sake of Herodias”  Not for himself, but for his wife.  (v. 5; Mark 6.19,20) 

           2.  MATTHEW 14.4:  “Because John had said to him, ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.’” 

                  a)  Philip and Herodias were divorced.  (ISBE, cf. Matt. 14.3; 1 Cor. 7.39) 

                  b)  Herod and Herodias were divorced.  (ISBE, Josephus, etc.) 

                  c)  Herod and Herodias were married.  (Mark 6.17) 

                  d)  What was unlawful about this marriage?  A woman who married was now part of the  

                        family.  Thus she could not marry her ex-husband’s brother.  (Lev. 18.16; Deut. 25.5-10) 

     C.  The death of John the Baptist. 

           1.  MATTHEW 14.6:  The occasion:  Herod’s birthday.  (cf. Mark 6.21) 

           2.  MATTHEW 14.7,8:  The oath:  John’s head on a platter.  (Mark 6.24,25) 

           3.  MATTHEW 14.9-11:  The obligation:  “because of the oaths and…of those who sat with him.”    

     D.  The reaction of Jesus.  (Matt. 14.12,13)              


