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INTRODUCTION:  [READ TEXT] 

1.  This is a story in a context of those who have rejected Jesus and the will of God.   

     a)  Jesus validated John the Baptist which validated Himself.  (Matt. 11.9,10) 

     b)  Jesus declares the greatness of the church.  (Matt. 11.11; cf. Rom. 14.17; Col. 1.13) 

2.  Many were not receptive to the message of Jesus.   

     a)  MATTHEW 11.14:  “And if you are willing to receive it”  But many were not. 

     b)  MATTHEW 11.15:  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  But many did not hear. 

     c)  The Pharisees “rejected the will of God for themselves”  (Luke 7.30)   

3.  Jesus tells a story describing the current generation.  (Matt. 11.16) 

     a)  “Generation” refers to all the people who are currently living.  (Matt. 24.34) 

     b)  This begins a series of statements condemning the current generation.  (Matt. 12.39;  

           41,42,45; 16.4; 17.17; 23.36)?  Why?  They rejected Jesus and His forerunner. 

 

I.  THE STORY 

     A.  MATTHEW 11.16:  “It is like children sitting in the marketplaces” 

           1.  “Children”  (paidion):  Young child with the age range of infant to about twelve. 

           2.  The marketplace was a central gathering place.  (Matt. 20.3; Matt. 11.43) 

           3.  MATTHEW 11.16:  “calling to their companions”   

     B.  In this scenario, children are in the marketplace trying to engage other children to play. 

           1.  MATTHEW 11.17:  “We played the flute for you, And you did not dance”  Jesus  

                preached good news.  (Blessed – 54 times; Rejoice – 24 times; Glad 15 times) 

           2.  MATTHEW 11.17:  “We mourned to you, and you did not lament.”  Jesus also  

                preached condemnation.  (Woe – 26 times; Weep – 23 times; Luke 6.20-26) 

           3.  They offered two forms of play that were at opposite ends of the spectrum, and yet the  

                other children were not willing to come and participate.    

 

II.  THE SIGNIFICANCE 

     A.  Just as the children rejected their companion’s invitation to play, so did this generation. 

           1.  MATTHEW 11.18:  “For John came neither eating nor drinking” 

                a)  John the Baptist did not engage them socially.  (Matt. 11.7) 

                b)  MATTHEW 11.18:  “and they say, ‘He has a demon.’”  Those who were demon  

                     possessed exhibited antisocial behavior.  (Luke 8.26,27,38,39) 

           2.  MATTHEW 11.19:  “The Son of Man came eating and drinking” 

                a)  In contrast, Jesus was very social.  (Luke 7.36; 11.37,38; Mark 2.15)  

                b)  MATTHEW 11.19:  “and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax  

                     collectors and sinners!’”  (Luke 15.2) 

           3.  It did not matter what Jesus said, how He said it, or what He did, the people of that  

                generation rejected the will of God.     

     B.  MATTHEW 11.19:  “But wisdom is justified by her children.” 

           1.  Literally, “by her works.”  (NU) 

           2.  Those John and Jesus were rejected, history will validate them.  (John 10.38) 


