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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 12.2:  “And when the Pharisees saw it” 

     a)  The Pharisees were those “teach as doctrines the commandments of men”  (Matt. 15.8). 

     b)  The Sabbath Law prohibited any work to be done on the Sabbath.  (Ex. 31.12-17) 

     c)  The Pharisees had laws falling into thirty-nine categories restricting activities on the  

          Sabbath including riding an animal, climbing a tree, wringing out clothes, opening peanuts. 

2.  MATTHEW 12.2:  “they said to Him, ‘Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do  

     on the Sabbath!’”  (cf. Luke 6.1) 

     a)  The Pharisees were troublemakers.  (Matt. 12.10; Mark 3.2; Luke 11.53,54) 

     b)  Yet Jesus condemned fault-finding.  (Matt. 7.1-5) 

     c)  The disciples were innocent of any lawbreaking.  (Matt. 12.7) 

3.  Jesus responded by using two examples which highlighted the Pharisees’ inconsistencies.  
 

I.  JESUS EXPOSES THE HYPOCRISY OF THE PHARISEES 

     A.  Jesus referenced the example of David and his men.  (Matt. 12.3,4) 

           1.  In 1 Samuel 19ff, David fled from Saul with the help of Jonathon and Michal.   

           2.  In Nob, David come to the Ahimelech the priest.  (1 Sam. 21.1-8) 

                a)  1 SAMUEL 21.1-3:  There was only holy bread available which was reserved  

                      exclusively for the priests.  (Lev. 24.5,6,9; 22.10,14-16) 

                b)  1 SAMUEL 21.4-6:  The priest gave him the showbread, a violation of law. 

           3.  MATTHEW 12.4:  “ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat” 

           4.  That they revered David who was guilty and condemned the disciples who were  

                innocent revealed their insincere motives.   (Acts 2.29) 

     B.  Jesus referenced the example of the priests who worked on the Sabbath.  (Matt. 12.5,6) 

           1.  The priests were commanded to offer burnt offerings on the Sabbath.  (Num. 28.9,10) 

           2.  The Sabbath Law was not to restrict any kind of work. 

                a)  Circumcisions were performed on the Sabbath.  (John 7.21-24) 

                b)  Taking care of animals was done on the Sabbath.  (Matt. 12.11) 

           3.  Since there was work that was authorized on the Sabbath, it proved the disciples were  

                innocent and the accusation of the Pharisees were false. 
 

II.  LESSONS FROM JESUS’ ENCOUNTER WITH THE PHARISEES 

     A.  Doing good cannot be used as a means of justifying breaking God’s laws.   

           1.  Some would suggest that Jesus was willing to set the Law aside for the greater good. 

           2.  Are some laws to be ignored in order to keep the greater laws of loving God and loving  

                your neighbor?  (Matt. 22.34-40) 

           3.  For such to be true, then the commandments of God would be contrary to love.  Yet  

                such a view is flawed.  (Rom. 13.8-10) 

           4.  Jesus never viewed adherence to the laws of God as being legalistic.  (Matt. 23.23) 

           5.  Jesus adhered to every one of the God’s commandments.  (Heb. 4.15)   

     B.  We cannot overly restrict or loosen the commandments of God.  Respect the word of God!   

           1.  To those who restrict where God has not restricted.  (Matt. 5.21-48) 

           2.  To those who loosen where God has not loosened.  (2 Pet. 1.3,12,19,20; 2.1-3) 


