
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

OCTOBER 30, 2019 

MATTHEW 12:39-42 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The way you think, feel, speak, and act all originate out of the heart.  Therefore, it is 

imperative that you protect your heart and expose it to proper influences. 

     a)  MATTHEW 15.16-19:  Every kind of sin comes out of the heart. 

     b)  PSALM 119.11:  The influence of the word of God protects our heart from sin.  

2.  MATTHEW 12.38:  “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying” 

     a)  This is a different group from those who blasphemed the Holy Spirit.  (Luke 11.15,16) 

     b)  MATTHEW 12.38:  “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”  They were scrutinizing  

          Him wanting Him to prove His power came from above.  (Luke 11.16) 

3.  The scribes and Pharisees had a heart problem. 
 

I.  THE PHARISEES WERE UNRESPONSIVE 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.39:  “But He answered and said to them”  (cf. Luke 11.29) 

           1.  Answered (apokrino):  Literally, to judge away from.  He judged their hearts. 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.39:  “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign” 

                a)  Evil (poneros):  “Hurtful” as opposed to Kakos meaning worthless. 

                b)  Adulterous:  They were having a spiritual affair with the world.  (cf. James 4.4) 

           3.  Why would they be called “evil and adulterous” for seeking a sign?  (1 Thess. 5.21) 

                a)  “Seeks” is in a verb form that indicates continuous action.  They kept on seeking. 

                b)  There have been an abundance of evidence given.  (John 21.25; Acts 10.38) 

                c)  In spite of all the evidence, they did not believe.  (John 10.25,26) 

     B.  MATTHEW 12.39:  “and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 

           1.  What was the sign of Jonah?  (Matt. 12.40; Jonah 1.17; Rom. 1.4) 

           2.  The first time in Matthew that the resurrection of Christ is mentioned.  (Matt. 16.21)       
 

II.  THE PHARISEES WERE UNREPENTANT 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.41: “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation” 

           1.  Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria.  Home of King Sennacherib.  (Isa 37.10-13)   

           2.  Why did Jonah run away from his responsibilities?  (Jonah 4.2) 

     B.  MATTHEW 12.41:  “and condemn it”  Why? 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.41:  “because they repented at the preaching of Jonah” 

                 a)  The message of Jonah.  (Jonah 3.4) 

                 b)  What is repentance according to Jonah?  (Jonah 3.10) 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.41:  “and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.” 
 

III.  THE PHARISEES WERE UNRECEPTIVE 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.42:  “The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment” 

           1.  The queen lived in what is known today as Yemen.  (1 Kings 10.1-3) 

           2.  The queen praised Solomon for his wisdom.  (1 Kings 10.6,7) 

     B.  MATTHEW 12.42:  “and condemn it”  Why?    

           1.  MATTHEW 12.42:  “for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of  

                Solomon”  From Yemen to Jerusalem is 1,397 miles.  Bethlehem to Nazareth is 90. 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.42:  “and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.”   
 

CONCLUSION:  All of this because the Pharisees were unreachable.  (Matt. 12.33-37) 


