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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 17 finds Jesus coming down the mountain and encountering a man with a demon. 

     a)  Disease and lunacy were often a manifestation of a demon.  (Matt. 4.24; John 8.48-52) 

     b)  The suffering of this young man was severe.  (Matt. 17.15; Mark 9.18,20-22; Luke 9.39) 

2.  This was a problem that could only be resolved by faith. 

 

I.  JESUS CASTS OUT THE DEMON 

     A.  MARK 9.22:  “But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 

           1.  This desperate father used the pronoun, “us”  Trauma effects more than just the  

                 inflicted.  It brings affliction to the whole family.   

           2.  MARK 9.23:  “If you can believe…” 

                a)  Is faith necessary for someone to be healed?  (John 9.10-12,24,25,35-38) 

                b)  Miracles were often performed to produce faith.  (John 11.14,15,25,26,40-42) 

                c)  Faith was necessary because it is what moved individuals to bring their sick to Jesus  

                     to be healed.  (Matt. 8.8-10,22; Mark 5.35,36) 

           3.  MARK 9.23:  “all things are possible to him who believes.” 

                a)  Contextually, Jesus made reference to his believing in Him.   

                b)  This is a man whose faith had been shaken.  (Mark 9.14-18) 

                c)  Jesus emphasizes the power of faith in the midst of despair.  (Phil. 4.13; Heb. 11.4) 

          4.  MARK 9.24:  “Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord,  

               I believe; help my unbelief!”  He had faith, but it was weak.   

     B.  MARK 9:25:  “I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!” 

           1.  This was a demon who would often leave and come back.  (Luke 9.39) 

           2.  This was a particular kind of demon.  (Mark 9.29; cf. Matt. 12.43-45) 
      

II.  JESUS CORRECTS HIS DISCIPLES 

     A.  MATTHEW 17.19:  “Why could we not cast it out?”  (cf. Matt. 17.16) 

           1.  The disciples had been given the power to cast out demons.  (Matt. 10.1; Acts 19.11-16) 

           2.  MATTHEW 17.20:  “So Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your unbelief’” 

           3.  The disciples struggled with their faith.  (Matt. 6.30; 8.26; 14.33; 16.8) 

           4.  MATTHEW 17.20:  “if you have faith as a mustard seed…nothing will be impossible  

                 for you.” Not literally, but Jesus again emphasized the power of faith. 

           5.  MATTHEW 17.21:  “However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”    

                a)  Prayer and fasting were a way to deal with hardship.  (1 Cor. 7.5,26,34,35) 

                b)  The disciples needed time to reinforce their faith. 

     B.  The disciples needed to learn to trust in God. 

           1.  This is in a context of Jesus predicting His suffering, death, and resurrection. 

                a)  MATTHEW 16.21,22:  “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples…” 

                b)  MATTHEW 17.3:  “Moses and Elijah appeared to them…”  (cf. Luke 9.31) 

                c)  MATTHEW 17:22,23:  “and they will kill Him…” 

           2.  The disciples needed to understand that great things can only be accomplished by faith. 

 


