
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

JUNE 17, 2020 

MATTHEW 19:20,21 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The rich, young ruler approached Jesus with a question.  (Matt. 19.16) 

     a)  It was a question asked in eagerness, respect, and trust.  (Mark 10.17) 

     b)  Why did he ask?  Though he was rich, young, and had authority, he knew he was lost. 

2.  Jesus offered a simple answer:  Keep the commandments.  (Matt. 19.18,19) 

3.  This man seemed to believe that he missed something.  [Read Matthew 19.20-26] 
 

I.  THERE IS A PROBLEM 

     A.  MATTHEW 19.20:  “The young man said to Him, ‘All these things I have kept from my  

           youth. What do I still lack?’” 

           1.  This man believed that he missed something.  (Matt. 19.18; Mark 10.19) 

           2.  “Youth”  (neotes):  Literally, “brand new”  [Strong].  Suggests from birth. 

           3.  Though he had kept the commandments, he knew that there was something was  

                lacking.  He came to the One he trusted for correction.   

     B.  The very first step in making change it to realize that change is necessary.   

           1.  Is it possible to keep most of the commandments and still be lost?  (James 2.8-13) 

           2.  This emphasizes the need for self-examination.  (2 Cor. 13.5; 1 John 1.6-10) 

                a)  1 JOHN 1.6:  Those who believe they are right are liars.   

                b)  1 JOHN 1.8:  Those who claim to have no sin deceive themselves. 

                c)  1 JOHN 1.10:  Those who claim to neve have sinned call God a liar.   

           3.  Are you receptive to the correction of others?   

                a)  The attitude of those who correct.  (Gal. 6.1; 2 Tim. 3.16) 

                b)  The attitude of those who are corrected.  (Prov. 5.8-14; 10.17; 12.1; 13.18)  
 

II.  THERE IS A SOLUTION 

     A.  MATTHEW 19.21:  “Jesus said to him, ‘If you want to be perfect’ 

           1.  Perfect (teleios):  Complete, mature.  Is it possible to be perfect?  (2 Tim. 3.17) 

           2.  MARK 10.21:  “Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him” 

                a)  Looking  (emblepo):  Literally, looking on the inside.  Jesus looked at his heart.  

                b)  Loved (agape):  Wanting what is best for him. 

                c)  MARK 10.21:  “one thing you lack.”  He was not yet perfect.   

           3.  Jesus proposed three steps to become perfect.  Four imperatives.   

                a)  MATTHEW 19.21:  “go, sell what you have”   

                b)  MATTHEW 19.21:  “and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven” 

                c)  MATTHEW 19.21:  “and come, follow Me.”   

       B.  If you want eternal life, there are three observations to be keep in mind. 

             1.  You can have eternal life because you are loved.  (Mark 10.21; 1 John 3.16)  

             2.  You can have eternal life because you are perfect.   

                   a)  In context, being perfect was connected to keeping God’s commandments. 

                   b)  What was this man’s sin?  (Matt. 19.22; cf. 1 Tim. 6.10) 

                   c)  Can you think you are perfect, but miss one or two commandments?  (1 Cor. 4.4)  

             3.  You can have eternal life because you follow Jesus.  (Heb. 12.1)  


