
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 

MATTHEW 21:34-46 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  After being confronted, Jesus teaches three parables aimed directed at the chief priests, elders,  

     and Pharisees.  The Parable of the Two Sons, the Landowner, and the Marriage Feast. 

2.  The parable of the Landowner was taught from the perspective of the landowner.   

     a)  MATTHEW 21.40:  “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to  

          those vinedressers?” 

     b)  MATTHEW 21.41:  “They said to Him, ‘He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and  

          lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.’”   

3.  The application of the parable.  [Read Matthew 21.42-44] 

 

I.  THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  The Landowner planted a vineyard.  (Matt. 21.33; Isa. 5.1,2; Deut. 4.32-37) 

           1.  God prepared His people.  (Gen. 12.1-4) 

           2.  God provided for His people.  (Deut. 8.11-18) 

           3.  God protected His people.  (2 Sam. 22.1-4) 

           4.  God pardoned His people.  (Num. 14.20-22) 

     B.  The Landowner sent servants whom the vinedressers abused.  (Matt. 21.34-36; 23.29-39) 

           1.  The mocked their message.  (Heb. 1.1; Jer. 20.7-9) 

           2.  They murdered the messengers.  (1 Kings 19.9) 

           3.  The misled their masses.  (Isa. 30.9-11; Jer. 5.30,31) 

     C.  The Landowner sent his son whom the vinedressers killed.  (Matt. 21.37-39) 

           1.  Jesus died because of envy.  (Matt. 27.18; Mark 16.10; Luke 23.13) 

           2.  Jesus died because of fear.  (Matt. 27.19-25) 

 

II.  THE MESSAGE OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  The rejection of the religious leaders.   

           1.  MATTHEW 21.42:  “The stone which the builders rejected”   

                a)  Who is the stone?  (Acts 4.10,11; Eph. 2.20) 

                b)  “Rejected”  (apodokimazo):  “to accept away from” 

                c)  How did the builders reject the stone?  (Acts 3.13-15; cf. John 5.31-47) 

           2.  MATTHEW 21.42:  “This was the LORD’S doing”  (Isa. 53.10) 

     B.  The removal of the religious leaders. 

           1.  The kingdom of God was no longer going to be a nation ruled by the Sanhedrin, but a  

                spiritual nation, the church.  (1 Pet. 2.9) 

                a)  The children of promise are counted as the seed.  (Rom. 9.6-8; cf. Gal. 3.26-29) 

                b)  The kingdom of God will comprise all nations.  (Rom. 1.5; cf. Isa. 2.1-3) 

                c)  The middle wall of separation will be removed.  Eph. 2.14-18) 

           2.  The rejection of Jesus will result in their own destruction.   

                a)  MATTHEW 21.44:  “And whoever falls on this stone will be broken”  These are the  

                     aggressors, those who actively oppose Jesus. 

                b)  MATTHEW 21.44:  “but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”  These  

                      are the ones who are passive, those who passively oppose Jesus.   


