
BE HOLY 

1 PETER 1:15,16 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The book of 1 Peter was written to Christians who have been 

persecuted to encourage them to glorify God.  (1 Pet. 1.1; 4.16) 

2.  The phrase “be holy” is among a list of imperatives.  It is 

necessary that we live holy lives.  (1 Pet. 1.15,16) 
 

I.  UNFOLDING THE TEXT 

     A.  An explanation of holiness. 

           1.  Holy (hagios):  Literally, separated. 

           2.  To be holy is to be separated and different from the rest  

                of the world.  (James 1.27; 4.4; 1 John 2.15,16) 

           3.  God is the separated one.  (Isa. 57.15)      

           4.  We are not to be like the world.  We are to show the  

                 world how to be acceptable to God.  (Rom. 12.1,2) 

     B.  An example of holiness. 

           1.  Jesus was holy in His conduct.  (2 Cor. 5.21) 

           2.  Jesus was holy in His conversation.  (1 Pet. 2.22) 

           3.  Jesus was holy in His choices.  (Heb. 4.15) 

     C.  An encouragement to be holy. 

           1.  Be holy, because you have been redeemed.   

                (1 Pet. 1.18,19; cf. 1 John 1.8; 4.8; Luke 6.36) 

           2.  Be holy, because you have been regenerated.   

                (1 Pet. 1.22,23; 2 Cor. 5.17) 
 

II.  HOW TO LIVE A LIFE OF HOLINESS 

     A.  Be holy in your ways.  (Eph. 1.7; 2 Pet. 2.9; Titus 2.11-14) 

           1.  Be separated from materialism.  (1 Tim. 6.9,10) 

           2.  Be separated from foolish arguing.  (2 Tim. 2.22-24) 

           3.  Be separated from improper feelings.  (2 Tim. 3.1-6) 

           4.  Be separated from false doctrines.  (2 Tim. 4.1-4) 

     B.  Be holy in your worship.  (1 Pet. 2.5) 

           1.  Worship is by people who are special.  (1 Pet. 2.4,5) 

           2.  Worship is to be spiritual.  (1 Pet. 2.5) 

           3.  Worship is to be sacrificial.  (1 Pet. 2.5; Heb. 13.15) 

           4.  Worship is to be sacred.  (1 Pet. 2.5; Eph. 5.19)               
 

CONCLUSION:   The difference between what is holy and what is 

unholy is taught in the Bible.  (Heb. 5.11,14) 
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RESTORING THE FALLEN 
 

     Christians are to love one another (1 Pet. 1.22).  The concept of 

loving each other is to always want what is best for the person you love.  

That means that we are always there for each other ready to help, 

encourage, strengthen, and support each other  (1 Thess. 5.14).  What 

about those who have turned their back on God?  Consider these 

thoughts from Galatians 6.1 

      THERE IS FIRST A DESCRIPTION.  “If a man is overtaken in any 

trespass.”  The word “overtaken” describes someone who has already 

fallen.  This is not an individual who is struggling with temptation, 

though we are to help those who are.  This is an individual who has in 

the past invited sin into his life.  As a result of unresolved sin, he is no 

longer right with God.   

     THERE IS ALSO A DELEGATION.  “You who are spiritual restore such a 

one.”  Whose responsibility is it to help bring this individual back to God 

who has fallen into sin?  It is the responsibility of the one who is 

spiritual.  One who is spiritual is characterized by a certain mindset.  A 

spiritual person allows his thoughts and life be governed by the teachings 

of the Holy Spirit in contrast to those who govern their lives by their own 

fleshly desires  (Rom. 3.1; 8.5,6).  How important it is to live by the 

word, for it is only then that we will be able to help the fallen.   

     THERE IS FINALLY A DISPOSITION.  “in the spirit of gentleness.”  

When you put it together, you have this thought.  If there is a brother or 

sister in Christ who has invited sin into their lives, we who live by the 

teachings of Holy Writ are to help bring them back by approaching them 

with an attitude of gentleness.             CLP 
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REMEMBERING YOUR CREATOR 

ECCLESIASTES 12:1 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  To those who are young, Solomon offers a piece of advice:  

“Remember now your Creator…”  (Ecc. 12.1).   

2.  Keeping God in the forefront of our minds today will determine 

our morals and values tomorrow. 
 

I.  UNFOLDING THE TEXT 

     A.  “Remember”  (Ecc. 12.1). 

            1.  What does it mean to remember?  (Gen. 40.14) 

            2.  God is asking you and I to be kind.  (Ecc. 12.1) 

     B.  “Now”  (Ecc. 12.1).  Before you get older. 

           1.  Old age is difficult and not as fun as youth.  (Ecc. 12.1) 

           2.  The elderly have bodies don’t work as well as they used  

                 to.  Youth enjoy strength and stamina.  (Ecc. 12,2,3) 

           3.  Those who are older are light sleepers and lose their  

                teeth.  The young sleep deeply.  (Ecc. 12.4). 

           4.  The elderly are more vulnerable to danger.  The youth  

                think they are invincible.   (Ecc. 12.5) 

           5.  Remember your Creator now before death.  (Ecc. 12.6). 

     C.  “Your Creator”  (Ecc. 12.1).  God wants you to think of  

           Him as the One who created you. 
 

II.  APPLYING THE TEXT 

     A.  1 TIMOTHY 4.12:  “Let no one despise your youth, but be  

             an example to the believers…”  

          1. “In word.”  Is the way you talk worthy of emulation? 

          2.  “In conduct.”  Are the decisions you make the kind of  

                decisions you would expect from those you respect? 

          3.  “In love.”  Show us how to love.  (cf. John 13.34,35).   

          4.  “In spirit.”  What if the rest of the congregation had the  

                same attitude that you have? 

          5.  “In faith.”  Do you want others to be full of faith?  Set  

                the example for them to follow.           

          6.  “In purity.”  You need to be an example in purity.    

     B.  ROMANS 1.20:  ““For since the creation…”  Your morals  

           depend on your remembering God.  (vs. 24,26,28) 
 

CONCLUSION:  We need to always have God on our minds. 

 

LUST:  GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE? 
 

     After explaining that He did not come to destroy the Law of 

Moses, Jesus then corrects what many have been improperly taught 

about the Law.  The Pharisees taught an external observance to the 

Law while neglecting the matters of the heart  (cf. Matt. 23.23).  

Jesus takes His audience back to the true meaning of the Law and 

it’s proper application.   

     Among these corrections, Jesus addresses the seventh 

commandment.  Jesus says,  “You have heard that it was said to 

those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery’”  (Matt. 5.27).  The 

scribes and Pharisees were teaching accurately that adultery was a 

sin.  However, they did not take it far enough suggesting that you 

could not commit the physical act of adultery, but you could lust 

after a woman in your heart.  Jesus then makes the proper 

application to the Law.  “But I say to you that whoever looks at a 

woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in 

his heart”  (Matt. 5.28). 

     Later, Jesus teaches that there is only one cause for divorce that 

is acceptable to God.  Jesus tells us that “whoever divorces his 

wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 

adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits 

adultery”  (Matt. 19.9).  You may ask that if adultery is a just 

cause for divorce, and lusting after a woman is characterized as 

adultery, can one divorce their spouse for lusting after another?   

     To answer that question, it is important to think about what is 

being said in context.  The Pharisees were upholding some of the 

Law while minimizing other parts of the Law.  They were 

upholding the Ten Commandment, but they were minimizing the 

mindset or attitudes.  Correcting their imperfect teachings, Jesus 

tells us that how you think is just as important as what you do.  

While adultery is wrong, lusting after a woman who is not your 

spouse is just as wrong in the eyes of God.   

     Jesus was not dealing with consequences, but the seriousness of 

the sins themselves.  Earlier, Jesus taught that hating your brother 

was just as serious as committing murder.  The consequence of 

murder is spending twenty-five years to life in prison.  If we 

learned that someone hated his brother, we would not call the 

police, and send this individual to prison.  In the same way, lusting 

after another is just as series as adultery.  Yet, if someone lusts 

after another, it is not cause for divorce.          CLP 


